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Israel revises forecast on Soviet Jews 

^Sunday the Gulf war could delay the arrival 
Sov } et l e y s ^ immigrant until 1993 or the following year. 

Before the war it looked that this number would arrive within three or 
tSSSU?^ ”, *? take ano * er year or two," Prime Minister 
told leaders of the quasi-govenunenta! Jewish agency 
respoM^ fOT immjgraaon. Soviet Jews began arriving in record 
numbers in late 1989 under Kremlin emigration reforms. Israel's statistics 
bureau said Sunday that 185.200 arrived in 1990. Officials now expect 
»»■? ar ? ve ra 1991 rather than the 400.000 forecast eartieras 
would-be unmisjanis stay away because of the war. Iraq has launched 35 
misiles a^rKt Israel . Some 35.259 Soviet Jews arrived in December but 
only 16.295 m the first seven weeks of this year. Officials expect a 
resurgent* of Soviet immigration by April if the war ends. The number of 
visa applications continues to grow in Moscow despite the delays in 
departure, a million immigrants would increase Israel’s population by 
more than a fifth. J 
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Bush: War win end ‘veiy, very soon’ 

KENNEBUNKPORT, Maine (AP) — U.S. President George Bush 
-expressed confidence Sunday that Iraq's takeover of Kuwait will end 
"very, very soon.” but be refused to discuss the timetable for an expected 
ground war. "The decision on ground forces will be made by me," the 
vacationing president told reporters after a brisk, hour-long walk on 
Parson’s Beach- Mr. Bush told reporters he did not know what would 
come out of a meeting Monday between Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev and Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz. He said Mr. 
Gorbachev "is trying very hard to seek an end to this conflict. But he 
knows very well that the objectives spelled out by the United Nations — 
and the Soviet Union was an important pan of this — must be met in their 
entirety.” Mr. Bush repeated his invitation for Iraq to overthrow 
President Saddam Hussein. “I wouldn’t weep if the people put him 
aside,” Mr. Bush said. Mr. Bush, nearing the end of a four-day stay, 
began his day at church, where the service was disrupted by a man who 
demanded an end to the bombing of Iraq. “Stop this massacre, stop this 
bombing,” implored Massachusetts attorney John Scfauchardt (see page 
2 ). 
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Aziz meets Gorbachev 


Iraq ready to fight on 
if its initiative unaccepted 




- - - . y: Combined agency dispatches 

' J ^ { ' IRAQI FOREIGN Minister 

- Tareq Aziz beaded for potentially 

• “jV crucial diplomatic talks in Mos- 
. cow after telling reporters in 

- 1 .. Tehran that Baghdad’s offer to 
- : - : < withdraw from Kuwait warranted 

a show of good will from the 

•?en*an»M- United States - 

‘/“■i “We have taken our step and 
; ^pcsehinrtr DOW is the turn of the other side 
,-7 to show its good will,” Mr. Am 

told reporters at Tehran’s airport 
; - before boarding a special Aerof- 

* lot flight to Moscow. 

“If the U.S. rejects onr offer... 
~Zr - we would have no alternative but 

- “ to continue our struggle,” he 
' ' ' “V. said. 

2 - Mr. Aziz met for 90 minutes 
Vi-’ with his Iranian counterpart, Ali 
' “ ■ - Akbar Velayati, who returned 
from Moscow Saturday. 

Mr. Velayati said Baghdad’s 
. - offer Friday to withdraw its 
: troops indicated an unconditional 

- acceptance of U.N. Security 
. ^ Council Resolution 660, calling 

- . "-J' for Iraq’s unconditional with- 
- • . I,! drawal from Kuwaiti 

’ .^T “Iraq's U.N. representative 
. ...T" has announced that they have 
„ accepted the resolution uncon- 
:'S"1 cfitionally and Mr. Tareq Aziz, 
.*■ too, had a similar view in the 
~ . talks we heldbi^e,” Mr. Velayati 
; said- Sat they &i&o have, some ' 
viewpoints regarding the regional 
issues which they have express- 
ed.” 

rtRW : . Mr. Aziz was to meet with 
1 f Soviet P«si<tent Mikhail Gor- 

bachev as part of what could be a 
f final peace initiative before the 

start of an allied ground offensive 
' ■ ‘SI * - •* against Iraq, 
i znze Mr. Aziz arrived overland from 

•: _ it Baghdad rather than flying 
rmi n through alfied-dominated sides. 

i e** On Saturday, U.S. military com- 
UTL- I danders said they could not 

-- guarantee Mr. Aziz’ safety if he 

ra j*‘ : few from Baghdad. 

'Die Soviet Union and Iran 
_ have been involved recently in a 

' *“ . — *o — 


- ‘SI ■ ' 
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flurry of diplomatic activity 
aimed at persuading Iraq to with- 
draw. 

Mr. Aziz said Friday’s Iraqi 
statement offering to withdraw 
from Kuwait was clear. 

“We have taken onr step and 
now it is the turn of the other side 
to show its good will. The Amer- 
icans want to continue their 
aggression and domination over 
the regjon and contrary to their 
claims are reluctant to implement 
United Nations resolutions,” he 
said. 

-He added that after visiting 
Moscow he would return to 
Tehran for more talks. 

Asked about the possibility of a 
ground war against U.S.-led 
coalition forces, Mr. Aziz said: 
“They hit non-military targets 
and massacre women and chil- 
dren from tens of kilometres 
away. Their aircraft cany out 
bombings from very high alti- 
tudes...” 

He added: “The Americans are 
afraid of a direct encounter with 
Iraq’s armed forces. If they want 
to face onr forces in a manly 
manner, we tell them we are 
ready, yon are welcome. Our 
men are prepared to confront 
them.” 

Mr. Aziz was accompanied by 
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Saa- 
doan Hammadju 

Tbe'New York Times reported 
Saturday that Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev had asked 
Washington to delay any land war 
until after Mr. Aziz’s visit to 
Moscow. 

Iraq's National Assembly said 
Friday’s proposals laid the “prac- 
tical foundations for a complete 
remedy for the region's security, 
political and economic prob- 
lems,” Baghdad Radio said. 

It called on parliaments and 
international organisations 
around the world to act to halt 
the “barbaric massacre" caused 
by alliled bombing,' said the 
radio. 


In an editorial on Sunday, A1 
Jumhuriyah newspaper called 
allied rejection of the Iraqi initia- 
tive “rabid and hasty” and de- 
scribed President Bush as a “cri- 
min al and venomous man with 
evil in his heart and conscience.*' 

Iraq’s Defence Ministry news- 
paper, A! Qadissiya, said in a 
front-page editorial that the allies 
would bear the consequences of 
their unfavourable response to 
Iraq’s offer. 

• “The lack of response from the 
criminals and traitors to the peace 
initiative offered by the great Iraq 
will make the battlefield in the 
Arab desert a monument to the 
defeat of evil,” the editorial said. 
“The heroic armed forces will 
prove for the first time that the 
desert sands will be irrigated with 
American blood, that half of 
Israel will bum, and the heads of 
the traitors wfll be cut off.” 

Iranian President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani said Sunday that 
Iraq’s stated readiness to with- 
draw was an opening which Mus- 
lim countries should not miss. 

Mr. Rafsanjani “described 
Iraq's declaration of readiness to 
leave Kuwait as a starting point 
for solving the problem in the 
region,” Tehran Radio said. 

‘The cooperation of all Islamic 
countries trill be needed so that 
the opening .does not close.” Mr. 
Rafsanjani was quoted as saying. 
“The events that have occurred 
are an obvious add test for the 
forces confronting Iraq... they 
should prove that their objective 
is to end the occupation of 
Kuwait.” 

The United States said Sunday 
that there was “nothing to be lost 
by talking” but vowed to con- 
tinue the allied bombing cam- 
paign while the Soviets seek a 
diplomatic solution to the Gulf 
war. 

“We say no ceasefire, no 
pause, get out of Kuwait,” said 

( C o ntinued on page 5) 
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Dumas says ground assault 
date set, U.S. denies it 


Combined agency dispatches 

i-tf* - 

*: i aZ f ' .. 1W-OATE OF the long-awaited 
(l-cc allied ground offensive against 
-s , fearily dug-in Iraqi troops in 
L . ijS Kuwait is imminent and has 
^ dfoady been fixed, French Fore- 
^ c* ign^ Minister Roland Dumas said 
- y , Sunday. But a U.S. spokesman 
^ denied" it immediately. 

Responding to a reporter’s 
r.u £ £ question in a radio interview, Mr. 
" * 6 Dumas said that France knows 

^ * d* date of the offensive but 

3 <s f,re fosed to disdose whether it will 
j. in the coming week. 

J ^ p . & * _ LI Wc are on the eve or the 
\ '-ff ^re-eve.-of the ground offensive 
^ liberation of Kuwait,” Mr. 

f* £e!®junas said, deflecting other 
^questions to be more precise on 
* i -T' y timing of the land battle, 
tf Tfe also said any offer by Iraq 
withdraw from Kuwait must be 
iT- ^teompaaied by deeds. 

"Any such announcement can 
«ly have significance for the 
-ffll oahtimi if it is followed by im- 
j .jrf^diate effect on the ground,” he 
I 5ld Monte-Cario when 

1 >J? ced to contment on Iraq’s coo- 
- jr , ^i^ona! offer to pull out of 

a senior U.S.ofBcer 
fi* a date has been set for 

, ' i , ses " f ground offensive — but as an 
y* apparent prelude border clashes 

mc intensified. 

•* die ^>*^0 date has been set by this 
’fTqgja* said Brigadier Gmieral 

VjTJgjji ^7«5iard Neal, deputy director of 

reported seven separate 
dashes, some involving 

armoured, vehicles, 
the border with Kuwait as a 
Jilt trf a g g r ess i ve U.S. patrols 

bst. day- 

! 1 Lip °ne incident, two soldiers 
a** killed and six wounded in a 

^ jc^ndly fire” incident, now 
“ vesl jg at * on » apparent^ 
®n helicopter fired 


Joxe: No date set 


PARIS (R) — French Defence 
Minister Pierre Joxe said Sun- 
day the Gulf war allies had 
agreed on a general time-frame 
for a ground offensive against 
die Iraqi army but no date had 
been set. 

Mr. Joxe told RTL Radio: 
“It is easy to understand 
why this land of information 
on a date for a ground offen- 
sive cannot be published, and 
will only be set in relation to 
certain strategic considera- 
tions, both military and politic- 
al ones.” 

He added: “A period has , 
been contemplated. As for the 
date itself, it will be set at the 
appropriate time by... those 
responsible, the heads of 
state.” 


ret, Gen. Neal said: “It would 
seem to imply that.” 

According to a report in the 
Los Angeles Times, U.S. De- 
fence Department officials have 
said that barring a surrender or 
diplomatic deal in the next three 
days, the ground war will start 
this week, accompanied by an air 
and sea assault of unequalled 
ferocity. 

Gen. Neal also insisted that the 
U.S. had attacked “a legitimate 
militar y target” when it bombed a 
protected braiding in Baghdad 
killing hundreds of people in 
.Baghdad last week. 

Asked to comment on a British 
newspaper report that the Penta- 
gon had acknowledged the raid 
was an error, be stood by the 
American official view that it was 
a bunker containing an Iraqi 
nufitary command and control 
centre. 

Iraq said it was an air raid 


shelter for civilians and the vic- 
tims included many women and 
children. 

Italian Foreign Minister Gianni 
de Michelis said Sunday the U.S.- 
led forces in the Gulf is there only 
to liberate Kuwait, not to topple 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 

“If Kuwait is liberated and we 
still have Saddam Hussein in 
Ba gh dad then so be it,” he said in 
an interview with La Repubblica 
newspaper. 

“That is very dear, otherwise 
we would have to believe in the 
principle of oiganising coalition 
to topple every “dictator’ in die 
world,” he added. 

The United States has made no 
secret its desire to see President 
Saddam ousted (See page 2). 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker refused to confirm Mr. 
Dumas’ statement that the allies 
had set a date to begin a ground 
offensive. 

■ “Suffice it to say I think that we 
have a campaign plan,” Mr. Bak- 
er «airi “We’ve been sticking to 
that plan.” 

Mr. Baker also said that even 
after the war, the allies could 
continue sanctions against Iraq if 
President Saddam remained in 
control of a large military 
machin e. 

“If that’s- the case, obviously 
the international community is 
going to have a significant in- 
terest in maintaining economic 
sanctions that at least would im- 
pose an international ■ arms 
embargo.” 

Mr. Bush earlier last week cal- 
led on die Iraqi people overthrow 
President Sa d d am . 

Military officials quoted by the 
Los Angeles Times said the main 

assault would take place some- 
where along the central or west- 
ern part of the Saudi-Kuwait bor- 
der. They said it would involve up 
to 70,000 men, hundreds of 

tanlfg, mobile artillery pieces and 
rocket launchers. 



PROTESTS: Students from four community 
colleges in Amman Sunday demonstrate in protest 
against the assault launched by the U.S. -led mall , 
tion against Iraq. Demonstrators called for severing 
diplomatic relations with the United States and 
appealed for Arab countries to join the war 


alongside Iraq. Representatives of students defi- 
vered a letter of protest to the United Nations 
Development Programme’s resident representative 
in Amman addressed to the United Nations secret- 
ary genera] (Photo by Yousef A1 ‘Allan) 


By Ian Mackenzie 
Renter . . 

AMMAN — Jordan is pinning its 
hopes on Soviet diplomacy to halt 
the Gulf war before the allies 
commit themselves to a ground 
assault against Iraqi forces, gov- 
ernment ministers say. 

“I think there will be intensi- 
fied diplomatic effort towards 
stopping the war," said Foreign 
Minister Taher A1 Masri. 

“I must point specifically to the 
efforts of the Soviet Union be- 
cause I am under the impression 
that the new Iraqi initiative came 
as a result of the contacts be- 
tween the government of Iraq 
and the government of the Soviet 
Union,” he told Reuters in a 
weekend interview. 

Information Minister Ibrahim 
Izzeddin described Baghdad's 
conditional offer Friday to with- 
draw from Kuwait as “a signifi- 
cant shift in the Iraqi position.” 


He said a comment by Iraq’s 
ambassador to the United Na- 
tions, Abdul Amir A1 Anbari, 
that “we shouldn’t use the word 
‘linkage,' was very significant and 
very important. 

“Because of that, one feels a 
little bit hopeful," he told a Sun- 
day -news briefing. 

Both Mr. Masri and Mr. Izzed- 
din stressed the importance of a 
visit to Moscow by Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz, who crossed 
into Iran Sunday on his way to 
the Soviet capital. 

“We should look forward to 
the meeting in Moscow between 
Tareq Aziz and the Soviet offi- 
cials. The outcome is' very impor- 
tant," said Mr. Masri. 

The foreign minister expressed 
dismay at Washington’s abrupt 
rejection of the Iraqi initiative. 

“I was surprised to hear the 
opinion of the United States so 
quickly and it was a negative 


answer. I thought that the theme 
of the Iraqi initiative was based 
on the ideas or suggestions con- 
tained in the American-Soviet 
joint communique that was issued 
on Jan. 30 by the two foreign 
ministers. 

“So when I first heard the Iraqi 
initiative, I thought that at least 
the United States will be cautious 
in her answer but that was not the 
case,” Mr. Masri said. 

Luxembourg Foreign Minister 
Jacques Poos said on his return 
from Moscow with two other 
European Community (EC) 
ministers on Sunday that Mr. 
Aziz could carry a message with a 
new baas for discussion to Sov- 
iet leaders.' 

“The Soviets have been open- 
ing the door, the Europeans ha- 
ven’t closed the door, and now 
we must wait and see what hap- 
pens in Moscow,” said Mr. Izze- 
din. 


Iraq reports firing Wind halts 
missiles at Dimona oil slick 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ SAID Sunday it had fired 
three missiles at the site of 
Israel's nuclear reactor. 

A military communique read 
over Baghdad Radio said three 
Iraqi missiles scored “destructive 
strikes” late Saturday on Dimo-‘ 
na, a Naqab desert town where 
Israel’s nuclear reactor is located. 
The communique said another 
missile hit the northern port city 
of Haifa. 

In Israel, authorities said one 
Iraqi missile, for the first time in 
the war, landed the Naqab. They 
said no damage was inflicted and 
refbsed to say whether Dimona 
was the target. 

The Iraqi statement said all its 
missile launchers had returned 
safely to base after “the heroic 
missile forces launched three des- 
tructive missile strikes on the 
Israeli Dimona nudear reactor 
dedicated to war purposes. 

Chief Israeli army spokesman 
Bregadier-General Nachman 
Shai said there were no reports of 
casualties or damage. 

Asked if Iraq was aiming at the 
Dimona reactor, Gen. Shai re- 
plied: “I cannot go beybnd that 
point which is that one of the 
missiles landed in the southern 
part of the country. 

Gen. Shai said two Scuds, 
armed with conventional war- 
heads, were fired simultaneously 
from western Iraq and landed in- 
“open areas." Israel refuses to 
specify where Scuds land, saying 
the information would help Iraq 

improve its aim. 

The missiles were the latest to 
strike Israel since the start of the 
Gulf war on Jan. 17. 

One Israeli officer said the 


army and air forces were “grind- 
ing their teeth” during each mis- 
sile attack. 

Government and army spokes- 
man have come dose to criticising 
the success rate of American and 
British airmen trying to knock 
out mobile Scud launchers in 
western Iraq. 

Hie implication is that the 
allies are unwilling to accept the 
high casualties of effectively en- 
ding the Scud threat by low-level 
bombing or even an airborne raid 
by commandos. 

In other developments: A 
homemade bomb exploded 
Saturday on a settlement in the 
occupied Gaza Strip seriously 
wounding an Israeli soldier, the 
army command said. 

Also Saturday, two Palesti- 
nians were reported slain by un- 
known assailants. 

Ibrahim Abu Zahreh, 17, from 
the West Bank refugee camp Nur 
Shams died in a Nablus hospital 
after being brutally beaten by 
masked activists, reports said. 

Near the West Bank town 
Jenin, the body of Basam Abu 
Jala bush was discovered riddled 
with stab wounds, Israel Radio 
said. 

Jalabush, 28, from Aqraba 
town in the West Bank, was 
killed as a suspected collaborator, 
Israeli news reports said. 

In the West Bank town of 

Hebron, an unidentified Jew 
opened fire on an Arab ambu- 
lance, wounding a passenger 
slightly, police said. 

The Jew claimed the ambu- 
lance was speeding in his direc- 
tion and meant to run him down, 
police said. 

(Continued on page 3) 


RIYADH (R; — A southeasterly 
wind has briefly halted a giant oil 
slick from moving towards vital 
water and industrial plants on the 
Saudi coast, environmental offi- 
cials in the kingdom said Sunday. 

But they said the leading edge 
of the slick, which carries an 
estimated U million barrels of 
crude, bad smothered marine life 
in A1 Dafi Bay. an ecologically 
important area 30 kilometres 
north of the industrial port of 
Jubail. 

Thousands of birds along hun- 
dreds of kilometres of coast have 
died despite efforts by volunteers 
in rescue centres set up in the 
northern oil town of Tanajib and 
at Jubail itself, officials said. 

Allied forces charge Iraq with 
deliberately releasing into the 
Gulf. Baghdad says allied attacks 
on oil production facilities caused 
the spill. 

“A southeast wind is holding 
up the oil up in A1 Dafi Bay for 
the moment,” said David Olsen, 
consultant to the kingdom's 
Meteorology and Environmental 
Protection Administration 
(MEPA). 

“They are still shoring up de- 
fences in Jubail. Nothing has 
been shut down yet... so far the 
only damage done has been to the 
environment, but that has been 
enormous,” he said. 

Protective booms have been 

laid around seawater intake chan- 
nels at Jubail, where a huge 
desalination plant, petrochemical 

complex and a 250,000 barrel- 
per-day refinery are located. Ex- 
perts fear the oil may seep in, 
forcing the plants to shat down. 

Jazirat Abu Ali, an island on 
the southern side of Dafi Bay, is 

(Co ntinu ed on page 5) 
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Britain admits 
bombing Fallouja 


Jordan pins hopes for end to 
Gulf war on Soviet diplomacy 


Combined agency dispatches 

BRITAIN’S ROYAL air force 
admitted Sunday that an “errant” 
bomb from a Tornado jet hit a 
populated area of the Iraqi town 
of Fallouja but said it had no 
evidence of casualties. 

Iraqi officials said earlier that 
"130 people were killed when a 
bomb landed in a market place in 
Fallouja Feb. 14 and that a Tor- 
nado was shot down during the 
raid. 

British spokesman Group Cap- 
tain Niall Irving told a news 
briefing in Riyadh that daring a 
raid on a river bridge in Fallouja 
on Feb. 13 a bomb veered from 
its target and landed in the town. 

CapL Irving showed video film 
taken from attacking aircraft 
which showed a direct hit on a 
bridge support but also a pall of 
smoke rising from a populated 
area near the river bank. 

Capt. Irving noted that there 
were contradictions in the Iraqi 
and British accounts of the inci- 
dent. 

He said the raid took place on 
Feb. 13 and that all aircraft had 
returned safely to base. 

But the Iraqis said the raid was 
on Feb. 14 and that a British 
plane was shot down. 

Iraqi Information Minister 
Latif Nassif A1 Jassem said earlier 
Sunday that allied air raids had 
killed 585 civilians in three cities 
alone in the first month of the 
Gulf war and hospitals were 
packed with wounded. 

“Up to last Thursday. 300 peo- 
ple had been killed in Nasiriyah, 
165 in Hill ah land 120 in Fal- 
louja,” he told Iran's Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA). 

“The minister said hospitals 
were packed with wounded civi- 
lians. He also described President 


George Bush as savage,” said 
IRNA. 

Earlier Sunday IRNA quoted 
Iraqi officials as saying that allied 
air attacks had killed 250 people 
and wounded 1,000 ,in the holy 
city of Najaf. 

It quoted Najaf Governor 
Sabet Fahd as saying the U.S.-led 
alliance had attacked the city 300 
times since the beginning of the 
war on Jan. 17. 

In a report from Najaf, the 
agency said an air raid on Satur- 
day killed 36 people and wound- 
ed 75. Thirty houses were dam- 
aged. 

Najaf in central Iraq and 
nearby Karbala are the centres of 
Shi’ite Muslim religious learning. 
Najaf contains the tombs of 
several saints. 

IRNA said Iranian reporters 
had toured mosques and build- 
ings damaged in raids. A bridge 
at the entrance of the city had 
been destroyed. 

The agency reported fresh 
raids against southern Iraqi cities 
Sunday, saying ensuing explo- 
sions had rocked cities in neigh- 
bouring Iran. 

“The missile and air attacks on 
the southern cities of Iraq which 
had subsided in the past two days 
were intensified Saturday night 
and Sunday morning and sound 
of huge explosions indicated re- 
sumption of air and missile 
attacks on these cities," IRNA 
said. 

IRNA also said that another 
320 refugees had entered Iran on 
Saturday, bringing the number of 
foreign nationals who have cros- 
sed from Iraq to 6.510 since the 
outbreak of the war. 

Baghdad experienced its 
quietest night since the war began 

(Continued on page 5) 


Shamir fuels row with 
U.S. over settlement 

Combined agency despatches Shamir reportedly was err 


PRIME MINISTER Yitzhak 
Shamir said Sunday that Israel 
never accepted political condi- 
tions on American help despite 
promising not to use U.S. aid in 
the occupied Arab territories. 

“I never beard that the prom- 
ised assistance of the United 
States to the absorption of the 
Soviet aliya (immigration) by 
Israel is conditioned by any poli- 
tical steps we will take or will not 
take," Mr. Shamir said. 

“On the contrary, there is a 
traditional concept by the United 
Stales government that assistance 
given to Israel is not conditioned 
by any political developments," 
be said. 

Mr. Shamir bad been asked 
about more Jewish housing in the 
occupied territories during a 
meeting of the board of gov- 
ernors of the Jewish Agency, a 
semi-governmental body that 
oversees immigration. 

His remarks appeared to con- 
tradict a promise by Foreign 
Minister David Levy not to spend 
U.S. funds to house Soviet im- 
migrants beyond the areas con- 
trolled by Israel in 1967. 

They also added fresh fuel to a 
U.S.-Israeli dispute over Jewish 
settlement in the occupied terri- 
tories that exploded into a bitter 
diplomatic exchange last week 
(see page 2). 

Mr. Shamir referred to his vi- 
sion of Jewish future m “eretz 
Israel," which includes the occu- 
pied territories. He told the audi- 
ence they must protect “the inde- 
pendence of Israel, the sovereign- 
ty of Israel — let us not forget it.” 

Mr. Shamir also said Sunday he 
hoped the flap with the White 
House over blunt remarks by 
Israel's ambassador would not 
damage relations with the United 
States. 

“Of course there are some mis- 
understandings from time to 
time,” Mr. Shamir told visiting 
Jewish leaders. “We have not to 
exaggerate their significance." • 

He added: “I hope that all rhk 
will be settled and it will not have 
any impact on onr relations.” 

At Sunday’s closed-door 
cabinet meeting, however. Mr. 


Shamir reportedly was critical of 
Israel's ambassador to Washing- 
ton, Zalman Shoval, for remarks 
he made about delays in U.S. 
housing loan guarantees for 
Soviet Jewish immigrants. 

Mr. Shoval said last week that 
Israel was “getting the run 
around" from Washington on 
$400 million in guarantees. U.S. 
officials have asked for Israeli 
assurances the money will not be 
used to settle the newcomers in 
the occupied territories. 

President George Bush fired 
off an angry cable to Mr. Shamir 
decrying the “outrageous re- 
marks" of Mr. Shoval. And 
Secretary of State James Baker 
called in Mr. Shoval to protest. 

The incident came up at Sun- 
day’s cabinet session and was the 
topic of news reports and edito- 
rials. 

Mr. Shamir told the cabinet 
that Mr. Shoval should not have 
given the interview, Israel radio 
reported. It said, however, that 
the prime minister remained con- 
fident in the ambassador. 

The Hebrew daily Mamv Sun- 
day attacked the United States 
for not providing the aid. 

“Almost everyone who is on 
the American side of the war has 
won very respectful amounts of 
aid — especially Turkey. Egypt 
and Syria," Marriv complained. 
“Only Israel, which was damaged 
not' only economically but physi- 
cally from the Scud missiles, is 
seen as greedy every time it 
brings up the question of com- 
pensation.” 

Washington provides $3 billion 
a year in grants — $1.2 billion for 
the economy and $1.8 billion for 
military assistance. 

None is supposed to be spent 
across the “green line.” 

The United States also prom- 
ised to provide loan guarantees 
for the S400 million to house 
Soviet immigration, but deman- 
ded none be spent outside the 
“green line" and that Israel pro- 
vide details of its investment in 
the occupied territories. 

Mr. Levy accepted the terms in 
writing last autumn, but Mr. Bak- 
er said recently he was still wait- 
in 9 for thf! nromiwH information 
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Iraqis employ 
low-tech tactics 
to counter allies 

EDITOR'S MOTE — AP correspondent Dilip Ganguly arrived in 
Jordan on Sunday after an eight-day assignment in Baghdad and 
died the following dispatch. 


By Dilip Ganguly 

The Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — As dawn breaks 
over Baghdad, men wearing 
gloves and heavy boots fan out to 
collect discarded tyres, then set 
them afire. Other residents 
search for old clothes, bits of 
plastic — anything that bums. 

It's a strange spectacle, but the 
aim is simple: to create a thick, 
black smokescreen that might 
help shield the capital from allied 
air strikes. 

The bonfires are among many 
low-technology methods used by 
the war-hardened Iraqis in their 
effort to offset the far superior 
military might of the U.S.-led 
forces. 

Housewives separate papers 
and other inflamable materials 
before throwing the daily garbage 
away. Teenagers, unmindful of 
the air raid sirens, collect old 
shoes, rubbers, scraps of plastic 
and other refuse that will smolder 
smokily. 

The campaign is spearheaded 
by members of the Popular 
Army. 

In every comer of this sprawl- 
ing city of four million people, 
they search for discarded tyres. 
They even remove tyres from 
stranded or broken-down vehi- 
cles. which abound in war-time 
Iraq because of the lack of spare 
parts. 

The collected tyres are set on 
fire under the bridges over the 
Tigris River that connect the 
western and eastern districts of 
Baghdad. 

Tyres also are burnt elsewhere 
in the city, sometimes spewing 
smoke so thick that the sun is 
blotted out. 

Besides reducing the visibility 
of allied pilots, the smoke may 
give a false impression to allied 
surveillance satellites that parts of 
Baghdad are burning. 

The tyre tactic is one of the 
many ways the Iraqis improvise in 
their battle against the allied 
forces. 


“We may not be Rambos and 
we may not have star wars capa- 
bilities, but we know how to 
defend ourself, 1 ' said a member 
of the Popular Army militia who 
did not give his name. 

The militia is Iraq's second line 
of defence, trained in civil de- 
fence and also in hand-to-hand 
combat methods in case the war 
over Kuwait reaches Baghdad. 

Bags made of jute, collected by 
Popular Army militia and civ- 
lians, are wrapped around the 
iron railings of the bridges over 
the Tigris. 

Small tree branches and green 
leaves are fixed to the bags in an 
attempt to comouflage the 
bridges from air attack. 

Twelve bridges, including six in 
the central part of the city, con- 
nect the two sectors. Four of the 
bridges have now been destroyed 
by allied bombing raids.* 

“We know the jute bags and 
the tree branches may not save 
the bridges, but at least we are 
trying to save our city with what- 
ever we have,” said an Iraqi civil 
defence official. 

Some car owners try their own 
hand at camouflage, smearing 
their vehicles with mud paste. 

Four weeks of intense bombing 
has had an impact of Baghdad's 
residents. 

There is, however, no visible 
sign of panic. Residents disregard 
the air raid sirens, and even the 
raids themselves, to go about 
their businesses. 

Most of the residents have 
accepted the fact that their life 
now depends on their fate, not 
hiding in bomb shelters. 

In Baghdad alone, at least 200 
different targets have been hit 
during the air offensive. 

In the first, two weeks military 
targets and communication cen- 
tres were hit. More recently, die 
raids have destroyed government 
and private buildings across the 
city. 

One of the latest targets was a 
S 16-million conference centre 
□ear the A1 Rasheed Hotel. 


Man at church service 
attended by Bush 
demands end to war 


KENNEBUNKPORT (AP) — A 
man at a Sunday church service 
attended by President George 
Bush stood and demanded the 
United States “stop this mas- 
sacre, stop this bombing” of Iraq. 

The man, who identified him- 
self as lawyer John Schuchardt, 
was silenced only after police 
officers moved into the church 
and stood by his side. After a 
second outburst a half-hour later, 
he was dragged from the church. 

Mr. Schuchardt was in the 
front pew of the first congression- 
al church, about seven metres 
away from Mr. Bush and his wife, 
Barbara. The Bushes sat stonily 
during the man’s' outbursts. 

The incident began when Pas- 
tor Patricia Adams asked mem- 
bers of the congregation if they 
had any special concerns to ex- 
press. 

“We need to think of the 18 
million people of Iraq, half of 
them are children under the age 
of 15 years old,” Mr. Schuchardt 
stood and said. “We must think 
what it means to be bombed 
every day by 2,000 planes and 
cruise missiles.” 

Pastor Adams thanked the man 
for his comments and urged him 
to sit down. But Mr. Schuchardt 
persisted, saying “the spirit of the 
Lord is upon me.” 

The congregation, in a spon- 
taneous effort to stop Mr. 
Schuchardt’s speech, rose and 
sang “God bless America.” But 
when they concluded, he began 


anew. 

“This is the most vicious, im- 
moral act,” he said. “Stop this 
massacre: stop this bombing.” 

A man in the church rose and 
shouted: “This is not a political 
forum. This is a church of God. 
Get out of here.” 

As police were brought into the 
church, young children were 
ushered out so they would not 
witness the confrontation. The 
president sat impassively daring 
the episode, but occasionally 
looked behind him at other 
parishioners. 

After being quieted and sitting 
silently for 30 minutes. Mr. 
Schuchardt arose near the end of 
the service. 

“I have a word this morning,” 
be said. “I am the voice for the 

voiceless, for those who cannot 
worship.” 

He went limp when police tried 
to remove him and then was 
dragged from the church shout- 
ing, “In the name of God, stop 
the bombing.” 

Mr. Bush appeared upset as be 
watched the man being removed. 

But asked by reporters as he 
left the church if he was upset by 
the incident. Mr. Bush said. “Not 
in the least.” 

At the close of the sendee, the 
pastor said she wanted to “apolo- 
gise for what happened, not only 
to our guests but to ourselves.” 

“We need to listen to every- 
body,” she said. 



Epidemics 

threaten 

Baghdad 

Combined agency dispatches 


Bodies of victims of an allied air attack on a driHan bomb shelter recovered from the debris. 


Red Cross chief says Palestinian 
situation serious > efforts continue 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The president of the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) Sunday de- 
scribed as serious the situation in 
the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip where a blanket 
curfew is in force since the out- 
break of the Gulf war on Jan. 17. 

Affirming that the ICRC was 
facing “problems” in imple- 
mentation of the Geneva 
conventions in the occupied terri- 
tories, Comelio Sommaruga also 
said that the Red Cross was seek- 
ing to address the situation. 

“We know that the problem in 
the (occupied) territories is se- 
rious... and. the long curfew has 
not made the situation more 
favourable to the citizens 
(there),” he told a press confer- 
ence carefully skirting any direct 
criticism of the occupation au- 
thorities. 

“We are working in confiden- 
tiality” in the occupied territor- 
ies. including Israeli prison camps 
where thousands of Palestinians 
are detained by the Israeli army, 
he said. He did not elaborate. 

Earlier, Mr. Sommagura said 
that the Red Cross was in touch 
with the Israeli authorities on the 
curfew as well as travel curbs 
which, according to reports, have 
exacerbated the misery of the 
1.75 million Palesti nians living in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

“We are in contact with tlie 
Israeli authorities in order that 
they would respect all provisions 
of the Fourth Geneva Conven- 
tion” on the treatment of civilians 
under occupation, he said. 

Israel has imposed a de facto 
ban on Palestinians who are 
permanent residents of the occu- 
pied territories from crossing 
from East Bank to the West Bank 
while allowing easy flow in the 
reverse direction. 

Mr. Sommaruga said he had 
“no comment” when asked 
whether he had any indication 
whether the Israeli occupation 
authorities might be planning a 
mass expulsion of the Palestinian 
people in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip across the 
river to Jordan. 

“I do not know anything about 
it." 

Mr. Sommaruga also said that 
the ICRC was aware of the 


economy-related humanitarian 
problems faced by Jordanians as 
a result of the Gulf crisis and was 
contributing to efforts to address 
the problems 'as part of a broader 
programme. 

“This is a subject that we dis- 
cussed during our meeting with 
Her Majesty Queen Noor (on 
Saturday),” Mr. Sommaruga told 
the press conference. “We are 
not directly involved (in the prog- 
ramme), but are contributing to it 
through other means.” he said 
and pointed out that the main 
task of the Red Cross was to 
extend assistance to victims of 
conflict. 

Mr. Sommaruga. who also held 
talks with His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and senior 
officials, was replying to a ques- 
tion whether the Geneva-based 
humanitarian organisation was 
helping Jordan help its popula- 
tion deal with the economic crisis 
brought in. by the Gulf crisis. 

A recent survey has indicated 
that the accumulated economic 
problems of Jordan had been 
compounded by the Gulf crisis to 
the extent that over one million 
of its people were living under the 
poverty line i.e. an average 
household earning less than JD89 
per month, and about 130.000 to 
160.000 of them living in “abso- 
lute poverty" i.e. households un- 
able to meet their baric food , officials met the convoy at the 
requirements,. . ic ... . (i , .. .Iranian boydef town of Khosravi- 

The ICRC president, who left ' following requests from the U.N. 
Amman for , Geneva late’r. in the .' groups that allied forces avoid ; 
day, indicated' that he ‘did not" dropping any bombs on its route. 


and Kuwait as well as PoWs. 

He admitted that the Red 
Cross had been unable to estab- 
lish rapport with the Iraqi lead- 
ership and expressed confidence 
that things could better once such 
contacts were established. 
“There is a certain problem of 
communication between tbe 
ICRC and tbe Iraqi government 
at the higher political level, and 
therefore this is one of the 
reasons I would like to go perso- 
nally to Baghdad,” be said. 

A planned meeting between a 
senior official of tbe Iraqi Red 
Crescent and Mr. Sommagura 
failed to materialise Sunday. The 
official's visit to Jordan for the 
meeting was delayed, reports 
said. ' 

Creating a “neutral security 
zone” to protect civilians, eva- 
cuating and treating the wound- 
ed, protecting religious and holy 
places, and ensuring the supply of 
medicaments and relief supplies 
are the main objectives of the 
Red Cross. Mr. Sommaruga said. 

U.N. supplies 

Reuter adds: Trucks carrying 
50 tonnes of emeigeny medical 
supplies for the treatment of chil- 
dren and mothers arrived safely 
in Baghdad Saturday, the United 
Nations announced. 

Iraqi health and Red Crescent 


make headway in efforts to get 
Iraqi permission to meet allied 
airmen and soldiers captured in 
the 32-day-old war. 

Informed sources said in a 
meeting with the ICRC chief, 
Iraqi Ambassador Noor Ismail A1 
Weiss reiterated the Iraqi view 
that such access would be made 
available only when Baghdad is 
satisfied that the allies were also 
honouring the Geneva conven- 
tions and stopped attacking civi- 
lian targets. Hie ambassador, 
however, also said that Red Cross 
visits to the prisoners of war 
(PoWs) conld be arranged 
through “other channels” at a 
later unspecified stage, said the 
source without elaboration. 

The Red Cross chief told the 
press conference that his discus- 
sions in Amman dealt with “neut- 
ral humanitarian assistance” to 
victims of the war in both Iraq 


A statement from the U.N. 
Children's Fund (UNICEF), 
which organised the convoy in 
conjunction with the World 
Health Organisation, said a 
seven-member team from both 
agencies would spend a week 
evaluating essential health needs 
of women, children, the elderly 
and displaced people. 

Shortly before the war broke 
out, Iraq requested that a U.N. 
team come to Baghdad to study 
its food and medical needs for 
vulnerable sections of the popula- 
tion. Since then Iran has asked 
the Security Council for permis- 
sion to transport food supplies to 
Iraq and, if possible, to Kuwait. 

Iran's ambassador, Kama] 
Kharrazi, in a speech to the 
Security Council Friday, criti- 
cised the council for not having 
responded yet to Tehran’s re- 
quest to send food. 


India ends refuelling of U.S. tranports 

ty has 195. 

The government confirmed last 
month that 39 U.S. C-141 trans- 
port planes were refuelled at 
Bombay Jan. 9 and Jan. 28 en 
route from U.S. bases in the 
Philippines to the Gulf. 

It said it accepted the U.S. 
explanation that the planes car- 
ried medicine and other relief 
material. 

The Congress Party said the 
refuelling contravened India's 
foreign policy and compromised 
its neutrality in the Gulf conflict. 

On Saturday. Congress Party 
General Secretary Ghulam Nabi 
Azad said the party might not 
support the government in a vote 
of no confidence if the refuelling 
did not stop within five days 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Prime 
Minister Chandra Shekhar has 
stopped allowing U.S. military 
planes to refuel in India after his 

minority government was 
threatened with collapse over the 
issue, a news agency* reported 
Sunday. 

The United News of India 
(UNI) report came a day after the 
Congress Party, which provides 
the bulk of the government’s par- 
liamentary majority, said it might 
withdraw its support. 

UNI said Chandra Shekhar 
met with Congress Party leader 
Rajiv Gandhi late Saturday and 
informed him that the refuelling 
of the U.S. planes, deployed in 
the Gulf, had been stopped. 

The refuelling, which was 


being done at Bombay and Nag- 
pur in western India and Madras 
in the south, was stopped Tues- 
day. UNI said. 

The news agency quoted “high- 
ly placed political sources” as 
saying that Chandra Shekhar and 
Mr. Gandhi, a former prime 
minister, discussed the issue for 
one hour. 

The government and the Con- 
gress Party did not immediately 
comment on the reported meet- 
ing. which appears to have staved 
off a collapse of Chandra 
Shekhar's 3 1-2-month old gov- 
ernment. 

Chandra Shekhar's Janata Dal- 
Socialist Party has 54 seats in the 
crucial 522-member lower house 
of parliament. The Congress Par- 


RESIDENTS OF Baghdad face 
the threat of epidemics because 
allied air raids have wrecked the 
sewage system and disrupted wa- 
ter .supplies, the capital’s mayor 
said Sunday. 

Mayor Khalid Abdul Munim 
told reporters that cholera and 
typhoid “might set in soon If the 
people continue having no dean 
drinking water.” 

He said most of the city’s water 
purification plants are now out of 
order, either because they suf- 
fered damage from allied air 
strikes or because there is no 
electricity to ran them. 

“People are coming to me com- 
plaining, but I have only my 
sympathy to offer them,” he said. 

In recent weeks, Baghdad resi- 
dents have had no electricity and, 
at best, intermittent water sup- 
plies. 

Residents of one well-to-do 
neighbourhood said they received 
water one day a week. 

But most residents in Saddam 
Township, a low income area that 
is home to 750,000 people, have 
to get their water from a canal 
that is about two kilometres 
away. 

“Some of us even go to the 
Tigris River to get water for 
drinking or to have a shower.” 
said one of the district’s residents. 

He did not give his name. 

Mr. Abdul Munim said the 
Tigris was highly polluted and 
unfit for drinking. 

He said the city needs interna- 
tional aid to help avoid “an en- 
vironmental disaster.” 

Delegates from United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and 
the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) were in Iraq 
Sunday, beginning an assessment 
of war-related damage to the 
environment and the impact on 
people, especially children. 

The mayor said that due to bad 
sanitation caused by the lack of 
clean water, epidemics of typhoid 
and cholera were very likely. 

Britain’s Observer newspaper 
Sunday quoted Iraqi Health 
Minister Mohammad Sayed, as 
saying 'Baghdad faced .“a .very; 
severe risk” of diseases such as 
r diarrtio$a fL ?aljrioneUa.and bepati-^*“* J 
tis. 

Television correspondent 
Brent Sadler said many people in 
Baghdad, living in poor and 
densely-populated areas, were 
collecting water from contamin- 
ated sources. 

British television showed pic- 
tures of families washing clothes 
on the banks of die Tigris and 
filling pots with water. Other 
pictures showed children ladling 
water from puddles into contain- 
ers. 

Trees were being cut for fire- 
wood. which Sadler said was 
illegal before the war. 

Sadler said Baghdad's water 
distribution network collapsed 
almost immediately after the war 
began because of massive des- 
truction to power plants. 

Tbe mayor said 75 per cent of 
the city’s ability to generate elec- 
tricity has been lost due to allied 
bombing. 

Environmental concerns also 
are increasing in Iran, Iraq’s 
neighbour to die east. 

Iran’s official Islamic Republic 
News Agency said black rain 
began re fall Sunday in tbe west- 
ern Iranian province of Dam, 
tainting water and “agricultural 
resources.” 

It said the black rain was 
caused by smoke from bombed 
oil installations and other targets 
in areas of eastern Iraq bordering 
Iran. 

Iran’s state radio reported that 
a “state of emergency" bad been 
declared in Tehran, the capital, 
after air pollution reached critical 
levels at midday Sunday. The 
announcement urged residents 
not to use cars and to stay in- 
doors, but gave no indication why 
pollution levels had risen so 
sharply. 


Israeli ambassador m jg 

U.S. to stay, despite ro * 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel s 
ambassador to Washington, re- 
primanded by President George 
Bush after complaining 
U.S. aid to the Jewish state, will 
not be recalled, a senior Israeli 
official said. 

Mr. Bush and Secretary of 
State James Baker criticised 
Ambassador Zalman Shoval for 
saying in an interview with Reu- 
ters that the United States was 
delaying aid for Soviet immig- 
rants ami not compensating Israel 
for Golf war looses. 

Asked on Saturday if Israel 
would recall Mr. Shoval, Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s media 
adviser, Avi Pazner, replied: 
“No. why recall the ambas- 
sador?" 

Mr. Bush sent Mr. Shamir a 
protest message Saturday over 
Mr. Shoval and the White House 
on Friday issued a tough repri- 
mand, calling the ambassador's 
remarks “outrageous” and saying 
they were outside the bounds of 
acceptable behaviour. 

Some Israeli opposition mem- 
bers of parliament demanded on 
Saturday that Mr. Shoval be re- 
called and accused him of souring 
relations with Israel's closest ally. 

“In terms of military aid. what 
the allies are doing in Iraq is the 
best service Israel has ever got- 
ten," said left-wing opposition 
politician Dedi Zucker. “It is not 
exactly tbe proper time to spoil 
relations with the United States.” 

But Mr. Pazner played down 
the row, calling it a “diplomatic 
incident which happens from time 
to. time.” 

Mr. Shoval accused the United 
States of giving Israel the “run- 
around” on its request for $400 
million in loan guarantees to help 
build housing for hundreds of 
thousands of Soviet Jewish im- 
migrants. 

He also complained that Israel 
had received no compensation for 
“huge losses” incurred as a result 
of tiie Gulf war and demanded 
that its need be met. 

One U.S. official said Israel 
had already received U.S. aid in 
an airlift of Patriot missive batter- 
ies at the beginning of the war to 
defend it against Iraqi missile 
attacks. 

Washington has long opposed 
Jewish settlement in' the West 


Bank and Gaza Strip 
Mr Baker recently told 
gross be was holding up I<^ 
guarantees to help absorb Spy* 

Jews pouring into Israel imtil 
had details about settle 
plans in the occupied temf* 

Mr. Shoval said every 
Israel provided information^ 

United States demanded 
But Foreign Minister -Davi<£|~ 
Levy said he had spoken .to ti£~| 
ambassador who expressed.. 18^^; 

.gret. 

Mr. Zucker recently reveal^ 
that Israel plans to build 12,001 
new flats for 50,000 settlercin 
occupied territories by 1993 
was not passing the information^ 

to Washington. 

“They don’t lie . about it 
they didn’t give them tte;f£tfp 

gures.” be said. 

Israel’s relations with the BusK^ 
administration had reached 
peak when Jerusalem bowed-tog: 
U.S. requests to stay out of tij&gl 
Gulf war and not retaliate 
Iraqi missile attacks. , 

The U.S. housing guarantees,:^ 
have been held up for months^ 
because Washington wants strong: 
ger assurances that the thousands^: 
of Soviet Jews immigrating to/.-J 
Israel will not be settled, in the ‘ 
occupied West Bank and Gaza -r 
Strip. 

Mr. Levy said Israel. last week 
sent all tbe clarifications that the 
U.S. government had sought. Jr$. 

Speaking in an Israel Televi^-: 
si on interview, Mr. Levy said it 
may be the worst run-in with, the! 
United States that the . qrirenf . 
government has had. ....v,.: . 

Rebuking the ambassador as " 
well as his cabinet colleagu es. ; 
Mr. Levy said, “We have to 
preserve the rules of proper /gov - 
ernment, and if we do^the^ . , 
ambassador will do the "sanity 
Mr. Levy cancelled a 
United States last week 
fence Minister Mosbe 
who went to Washingtoi 
Defence Secretary Dick 
held hastily arranged 
with Mr. Bush and Mr. 

Airing his grievance m 
for the first time, Mr. Le .. 
that “behind my back, thejra^ 
fence minister went to the Uni 
States without coordination 
subjects that he was supposed 
deal with. 




Bush waging personal 
against Saddam — paper 


LOS ANGELES (R) — The Los 
Angles Times said Sunday that 
U.S. President George Bush re- 
fers to Iraqi leader Saddam Hus- 
sein in private as a “lying SOB” 
(son of a bitch) and is waging a 
personal war against him. 

The newspaper, quoting un- 
named friends and White House 
personnel, said Mr. Bush' had 
personalised the conflict in his 
own mind because he is con- 
vinced it springs from “the evfl 
work” of one man — Saddam 
Hussein. 

“He can’t understand how Sad- 
dam can put civilians — women 
and children — in harm’s way. 
And he can't understand Sad- 
dam's lying.” He says, “The guy 
lied to his own Arab colleagues. 
Why should I ever believe him? 
He's a lying SOB,” one source 
said. 

Because of this, some Bush 
advisers expect him to settle for 
nothing less than President Sad- 
dam's removal and the destruc- 
tion of Baghdad’s war-making 
capability, the newspaper added. 

“He's not ready for this war to 
be over quite yet because there’s 
still too much of Saddam's milit- 
ary machine left,” a senior gov- 
ernment official said. 

The paper quoted sources close 
to the president as saying Mr. 
Bash has grown increasingly 
quiet and reflective as the war bas 
progressed. 

“The president is orach quieter 
than at any time that I've seen 
him over the past 10 years. He’s 
calm, too, but he’s also angry 
You can see that anger in hi* 
eyes,” another source added. 

“It's a moral as well as strategic 


mission ...” the newspaper^ 
quoted one aide as saying. 
“There wfll be no deviation what- " V 
soever in terms of what we do in 
finishing this job. He's not going ' 
to be deterred. I don’t care what r ■ 
kind of civilian casualties may . 
occur, he feels we’re on the right 
course.” 

Id a separate report, the .Los 1 -- 
Angeles Hmes reported that v 
U.S. Defence Department offi- "j 
rials said that barring a surrender- 
or diplomatic deal in tbe next 
three days, the ground war would 
start tins week, accompanied by ?■' 
an air and sea assault of unequal- 
led ferocity. /V 

U.S. ground and amphibious 7 
forces, officials were quoted as"--’. 
saying, had been given orders at - 1 ’ 
the start of the war to be ready to \'g 
mount a coordinated offensive . 
any time after Feb. 15 and they V 
were now ready. 

“The table has been set. We- - 7 
are in position. We can go any V. 
time. We are very close to the 
level of destruction (of Iraqi :: 
troops and equipment) that the Jfe 
commanders wanted 'to see,” a" v?* 
military source said. . 

Another told the newspaper-;-, 
that dose to 50 per cent of Iraq’s 
army had been destroyed. 

The assault would likely occur 
at night, military officials said. 

The action is expected to be. v. 
deadliest operation of the Gulf"":: 
war, army officials said. They - ~ 
expect casualty rates to range' 
from 10 per cent to 100 per cent 
in some units, depending on size 
and other factors. • v / 

Military planners told the - v 
newspaper that they think Iraq * “ 
might nse chemical weapons. 



PRAYER TIMES 

04:54 Fajr 

06:12 (Sunrise) Doha 

11:50 Dhuhr 

14:58 'Asr 

17:27 Maghreb 

18:45 "Isha 

CHURCHES 

SC Mary of Nazareth Chore* Sweiftcfc 
Tel. 810740 

AssembBes of Cod Church, Tel. 

632785. 

Sc Joseph Chart* Td. 624590. 
Church of the AmumriatiM Tel. 

637440. 

De In Salle Chore* Tel. 661757 
Temsanta Church Td: 622366 
Cbm* of the Amnmdatiea Tel. 
623541. 

Angflcan Chair* Td. 625383. TcL 
628543. 

Armenian Cathode Church- Td. 
771331. 


A rmenian Orthodox Chore* Td. 

775261. 

Syrian Orthodox Chore* Td. 771751. 
Autumn lute uatSoBal f hm rh Tel. 
685326, 

Eva ngel ical Lutheran Church Td: 
811295. 

The Church of Jews Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 8I58I7, 654932. 

WEATHER 

Bulktm supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It wfll be partly doudy and a slight 
rise in temperatures is expected. 

Mininas, temp. 

Amman 4/15 

Aqaba 14 / 24 

Deserts 3/18 

Jordan Valley II 125 

Yesterday'S high temperatures: Am- 
man 13. Aqaba 23. Humidity readings: 


Amman 85 per cent. Aqaba 31 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Khalil Al Jabali 740740 

Dr. Mufced Tannous 8844**) 

Dr. Bauam Oaddoumi 646024 

Dr. Sami Khouri 681373 

Fins ph a rma cy 661012 

Feidowi pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al 5a] am pharmacy 636730 


YaConb pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisafli pharmacy 637660 

man >. 

Dr. Ahmad Abn Baker ( — J 

Al Sharaa* pharmacy 275825 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Misbah Hijazi I — ) 

KJu&fch pharmacy 585417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

CwB Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 


Rescue PoGcc 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PubbeSeemiry Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Muawpabty 

Complaints 7871 ll 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaE Telephone Repairs 661101 


Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
. Scon e Power 

Coopaay 636381 

RJ Flight information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Htaadn Medical Centre 813813132 

Kba&di Maternity. J. Ann ... 644281/6 
AkBeb Maternity. J.Amn,.,, 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhn_J. Amman >...636140 

Palestine. Shmctsani 664171/4 


Sbmdsani Hospital ............ 669131 

University Hoarital 845845 

Al-Muasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

666127/37 

wnoia 

Al-Bashir.j. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army. Maria 891611/15 

Oaten Alia Hospital 602240/50 

' 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

ZaiqQ Nation*] Hospital .. <09)991071 

Iba Saw Hospital „„ (WWHfiTW 

BUMP: IWJWW732 

^UNhfeesI 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)31411] 

MARKET PRICES 

p*x in 5b per kg. 
550/480 


Bmui 500 / 450 

Banana (Mukammar) ” 450 / 400 

SSL: 540^ / 450 

SS® 6 W/ 40 

SSCSzziM- 

1500/1300 

160/100 ’ 

SEE $**>-;• - 280 / 220 , 

22"- 6007500 

2 - 540 / 220- 

;-l»/120-- 

£53; 190/130 . 

SS* - 100 / 50-; 

s£i*; W/*£> 

Tom**, ia>/iSoi’ 
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S-!' '"Algerian 

^■parliament 

^speaker 
4 ends visit 

- AMMAN (J.T.) — Speaker of 
Algeria’s parliament, Abdul Aziz 
Belkhadem, Sunday wound up a 
: - . several day visit to Jordan during 

• _!'• ‘c which be was received in audi- 
ence by His Majesty King Hus- 
sein along with other members of 
. the International Movement for 
Peace. 

Belkhadem, who arrived here 
with the speaker of the Yemeni 
parliament, also held talks with 
the speakers of the Upper and 
■■ Lower Houses of Parliament and 
• > other government officials and 
parliamentarians on the Gulf 
question and other Arab affairs. 

Belkhadem, along with his 
counterparts from Yemen, Pales- 
tine, and Jordan, Friday a 
' ■, joint statement backing the Iraqi 
; initiative of accepting U.N. 
Security Council resolution 660 
with the aim of reestablishing 
peace and stability in the Gulf 
region. 

■ The joint statement appealed 

to the parliaments of peace- 
■ loving nations to support the Ira- 

qi initiative and put an end to the 
devastating war in the Gulf. 

-.-•7 The joint appeal followed 
T several meetings at the pariiam- 
- ^ net house in Amm an during 
which these parliamentarians and 
members of the Upper and Low- 
; er Houses of Parliament took 
7 . part. 




i— i 




Atiqa outlines 
UNDP work 
in Jordan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Since the 
establishment of the United Na- 
tions Development Programme 
(UNDP) in 1966 fruitful U.N.- 
Jordaman cooperation has been 
achieved, and more than 214 
projects were either carried out 
or being implemented as a result, 
according to U.N. resident repre- 
sentative here, Ali Atiqa. 

Atiqa was quoted by the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, as saying, 
that $60.8 jEmDion have been 
spent on joiixt LLN.-Jordaman 
projects so far, mainly on human 
resources development and sodo- ' 
economic sefames. 

Atiqa said that the UNDP has 
been implementing 36 projects in 
health, agriculture, industry, sci- 
ence and technology, education, 
culture, manpower development 
and public services, some of 
which were still being carried out. 

Atiqa's statement followed by 
UNDP annual report which said 
that through the implementation 
of 214 projects in more than 20 
sectors of Jordan's economic and 
. social development plans, UNDP 
has brought to Jordan the experi- 
ence of more than 650 interaa- 
tional professional experts, 
brained over 1100 Jordanian 
nationals abroad and provided 
about $12 nullion worth of equip- 
ment installed in various sectors. 

The report noted that major 
UNDP contributions were in 
strengthening the national indige- 
nous capacity in national de- 
velopment planning and policy, 
human resources development 
like vocational education, train- 
7 rag and basic sciences as well as 
; forestry, rainfed areas, fisheries. 

■' Bvestock wealth, civil aviation, 

.. 7 telecommunications, housing, 

' . energy and health. 

The report said that Jordan's 
-- _ record in 'soda! and economic 
tkvelopment over the last four 
- decades has been outstanding. 

. In spite of its scarce natural re- 
KWnses and a heavy burden of 
- consequences of the Arab-Israeli 
••-•' confldt, Jordan was able to de- 
-velop a social and economic 
' .stnictnre with many strengths. 

7 .- , At present, Atiqa said in his 
• .'• statanent to Petra, the UNDP 
.,-c' W8 carrying out a project to help 
Jordan diversify its industrial ex- 
ports by providing the essential 
' ..f.' expertise. 


Dimona 

(CeBthnaed from page 1) 

‘ No arrests were made and 
.x>Bce have opened an investigat- 
ion. 

’ At a Jewish communal settle- 
'nent in the occupied Gaza Strip, 
tMad Nordan was seriously in- 
dued when he opened the door to 
■abbntz’s irrigation system con- 
■i nol room setting off a homemade 
’onjb, an army spokesman said. 

' Nordan, a 21-year-old con- 
.-tipt soldier, was on leave and 

visiting die kibbutz which is 

•st south of Gaza City in the 
'tip, Israel Radio said. 

"• * 

He was pronounced In moder- 
jt) to serious condition after an 
•aeration. 


UNESCO closes Amman office; 
U.N. officials say measure temporary 


By Saeda 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — . Nearly 25 em- 
ployees lost their jobs and 
around seven others had their 
income reduced to less than 
half following . UNESCO’s 
Paris headquarters decision to 
close down its office in Am- 
man. However, U.N. officials 
in Amman say that the closure 
is temporary and that it does 
not mean that other U.N. 
organisations will follow suit. 
Senior U.N. off dais say they 
are in contact with the U.N. 
head office in New York to 
ensure that all U.N. experts 
who left the country recently 
would return to their work. 

“UNESCO’s regional office 
in Amman is basically involved 
in research and scientific pro- 
jects which can be adjourned 
at the moment,’’ Franke de 
Yonge, UNRWA’s director in 
Amman told the Jordan 
Times. “UNICEF and UN- 
RWA have actually increased 
their staff,” he said. UN- 
ESCO, the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation, dosed 
down its offices on Jan. 15 
after receiving a telex order 
from Paris, employees said. 
Sources with very dose links to 
the U.N. say that the absence 


of an office director, at the 
time “have accelerated the 
process.” The last office direc- 
tor, Moh ammad Kathem re- 
tired only in December. 

Most of UNESCO's UN-' 
ED BAS (U.N. Educational 
Bureau for Arab States) inter- 
national staff, according to 
Jordanian employees, left on 
Jan. 10. The remaining staff, 
mostly Jordanians, received a 
memo on Jan. 15 announcing 
that the office closure was 
“temporary due to tbe current 
situation and until farther 
notice.” 

All projects and develop- 
ment programmes were tem- 
porarily put to a halt. Interna- 
tional staff remained who in 
Jordan told employees that 
those who left will for sure 
return within two weeks. 

“They (UNESCO’s remain- 
ing staff) have reassured us 
that everything will go back to 
normal in a short period of 
time,” one employee said. “It 
was all done so quickly and 
suddenly that we did not have 
the time to find out what was 
really happening.” 

Some employees, who de- 
manded not to be named, said 
that they were angry over the 
way their “dismissal” was 
announced giving them no 
chance to look oat for other 
jobs. 


“At the beginning, I waited 
for two weeks hoping that they 
will return,” a one-year-old 
employee said. “At present, 
and after one month, I came to 
realise that time is running out 
and I have to look out for 
another job.” 

About 25 employees, with 
short-term contracts ranging 
from 3 to 6 months, have lost 
their jobs, some of them have 
worked for the office for more 
than three years. About seven 
others, seconded from the 
Ministry of Education, were 
returned to their previous jobs 
with their income reduced to 
less than half. 

“It is not only that I am out 
of the job at tbe moment, but Z 
also have nothing to prove that 
I have actually worked for UN- 
ESCO, or if I worked efficient- 
ly or not,” said one employee. 
The move was so sudden, be 
say’s that it left him “no time" 
to ask for a recommendation. 

U.N. officials in Amman 
maintain that the closure of 
UNESCO office does not 
mean that other U.N. offices 
will dose their operations in 
Jordan. 

“We are now more attached 
to our work and the responsibi- 
lities that were added on us 
due to the Gulf crisis," UN- 
ICEF's senior project officer 
Nubad Kanawati said. “We 


have already carried out many 
projects for the help of Iraqi 
children and we are more de- 
termined to complete our 
humanitarian mission, espe- 
cially at this time and under 
these circumstances.” 

Dr. Ali Artiqa, the U.N. 
resident representative m Jor- 
dan insists that the closing 
down of UNESCO office in 
Amman wQl in no way affect 
the work of other U.N. orga- 
nisations. “I do not know the 
real drcumstances that led to 
this situation, but they are not 
related in any way to other 
U.N. organisations,” be said. 
“This is the time to help Jor- 
dan, for it has always been a 
faithful member of the United 
Nations. 

Dr. Attiqa announced Sun- 
day that extensive contacts are 
going on at the moment with 
officials in the U.N. headquar- 
ters to make it possible for all 
foreign experts who have left 
Jordan earlier to return. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Dr. Atti- 
qa said that tbe state of stabil- 
ity and tranquility in Jordan at 
present will encourage these 
experts to come back, affirm- 
ing that their absence has not 
affected United Nations de- 
velopment programmes in the 
country. 


Amman, Tehran 
move to reopen 
embassies soon 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Tines Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Iranian and Jorda- 
nian diplomats are expected in 
each other’s capitals soon to 
reopen their diplomatic missions 
following the resumption of for- 
mal relations last month after a 
10-year break, diplomatic sources 
said Sunday. - 

Mohammad A1 DaJber. the 
Jordanian, charge, d’affaires who. 
was the last diplomat of the King- . 
dom to leave Tehran in 1981. is 
scheduled to leave for the Iranian 
capital this week to resume his 
post, a senior official said. 

“It is only a matter of proce- 
dures,” the official told the Jor- 
dan Times. Mr. Daher will pro- 
ceed to Tehran and locate suit- 
able buildings for the Jordanian 
mission and pave tbe way for the 
formal reopening of the embassy, 
be said, 

Nara Ghian, Mr. Daher’s 
counterpart, is expected in Am- 
man tins week, according to a 
diplomatic source. Mr. Ghian last 
served as charge d’affaires at the 
I ranian missi on in Bahrain, the 
source said. 

A diplomat from the Islamic 
republic’s embassy in Damascus 
visited Amman over the weekend 
to inspect the premises of the 
Iranian mission here, the source 
said. 

The building located between 
the Third and Fourth Circles, is 
owned by the Iranian govern- 
ment, while the Jordanian mis-, 
sion in Tehran was housed in a 
rented- premises. 

The Jordanian official said the 
Foriegn Ministry had not named 
its ambassador to Iran yet; nor 
has Tehran designated its senior- 
most diplomat in Amman. 

The official said there was no 
definite information yet on an 
expected visit to Amman by Ira- 
nian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati. 

“Mr. Velayati has an open 
invitation from Jordan which he 
has accepted,” the official said. 
“Diplomatic exchanges need not 
be a hindrance, in view of the fact 


that our foreign minister. (Taher 
A1 Masri), received, a most cor- 
dial and warm welcome when he 
visited Iran last month.” he said. 

“We have not been formally 
notified of any scheduled visit by 
Mr. Velayati to Amman," he 
added. 

Earlier, other sources had indi- 
cated that Mr. Velayati might 
visit Amman on his way home 
from Bonn, where-, "he is due- 
'Monday. - • *. ' , 

'Diplomatic relations between 1 
Jordan and Iran were severed in 
January 1981 in the wake of tbe 
Kingdom’s strong support for 
Iraq in the Iran-Iraq war, which 
broke out in September .1980. 
Pakistan has been looking after 
Jordanian interests in Tehran and 
Iranian interests in Amman since 
then. 

With the end of the Iran-Iraq 
war with a ceasefire in August 
1988, diplomatic contacts were 
revived, and formal relations 
were resumed with tbe signing of 
a protocol at the U.N. by the 
chief Jordanian and Iranian dele- 
gates to the world body in mid- 
January 1991. 

Relations have wanned up also 
between the Jordanian and Ira- 
nian parliaments and several 
Jordanian delegations have vi- 
sited Tehran. A group of Iranian 
parliamentarians visited Amman 
last week and a joint statement 
issued by the two legislative 
bodies indicated a large area of 
agreement between them, parti- 
cularly in the context of the Gulf 
situation. 

Trade between the two coun- 
nes have also picked up. The first 
shipment of Jordanian phspbates 
to Iran, exported under a $66 
milli on supply contract, is ex- 
pected to leave Jordan by the end 
of the month. 

Senior officials have said that 
Jordan was considering ofi im- 
ports from Iran to make op for 
tiie shortfalls in the flow from 
Iraq resulting from allied air 
attacks on Iraqi facilities as well 
as Jordanian oQ tankers carrying 
Iraqi crude to the Kingdom. 


JNRCS, ICRC heads 
review joint aid efforts 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
National Red Crescent Society 
(JNRCS) and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) Sunday reviewed joint 
efforts in humanitarian affairs in 
general and means of providing 
tbe Iraqi people with humanita- 
rian assistance during the Gulf 
war in particular. 

Tbe heads of JNRCS and 
ICRC, Dr. Ahmad Abu Qoura- 
and Comelio Sommaruga, both 
expressed readiness to extend re- 
lief supplies to the Iraqi people 
during a meeting they held in 
Amman on the second day. of 
Sommaruga’s visit here to discuss 

ways to boost honiamtanan 

efforts throughout tbe Gulfwar. 

Cooperation between JNRCS 

and the ICRC on the one hand 
and their efforts made in conjunc- 
tion with other international re- 
lief agencies on the other to 


provide assistance for the war 
victims were discussed at tbe 
meeting Sunday, according to Dr. 
Abu Qoura. 

The focus of attention was on 
providing Iraq with medicine, 
essential food and medical equip- 
ment "under the present condi- 
tions facing tbe Iraqi people and 
also after the war, said Abu 
Qoura in his statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

Abu Quora said that JNRCS 
was ready to continue dispatching 
shipments of medical supplies to 
Iraq and will continue contacts 
with the Iraqi National Red Cres- 
cent Society to coordinate efforts 

Daring the meeting, Abu 
Qoura and Sommaruga discussed 
the agenda of the 26th international 
conference by world Red Cross 
and Red Crescenet societies 
which will be held in November 
in Hungary. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


Prince Hassan visits army HQ 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Sunday visited the army forces headquarter, where he met for a 
while with the Chief of Staff Gen. Fathi Abu Taleb and discussed 
with him a number of issues of interest to the Jordanian armed 
forces. Upon arrival at the headquarters. Prince Hassan was 
received by Gen. Abu Taleb, his assistants, the Royal Jordanian 
Airforce commander, and the inspector general. 


Parliamentarians leave for Turkey today 

AMMAN (Petra) — A joint Jordanian-Palestinian delegation, 
headed by Palestine National Council (PNC) Speaker Abdul 


Hamid AI Sayeh leaves Monday for Pakistan and Turkey to hold 
talks with officials, parliamentarians and representatives of the 
various parties in the two countries ou the developments of the 


Gulf war. The delegtion will also' explain the new Iraqi initiative 
and the provocative role played by Israel and Zionism to destroy 
Iraq, which has pledged to liberate Palestine. The team will 
describe the American hegemony over the region and mil 
promote the redistribution of wealth fairly. The delegation 
comprises the Upper and Lower House of Parliament members 
Ishaq Al Fait) an and Fuad Al Khalfat, as well as members of the 
PNC Abbas Zaki and Arafat Hijazi. 


Arab medical teams go to Baghdad 

AMMAN (Petra) — Two medical teams, including doctors from 
Mauritania and Palestine Sunday left for Baghdad, cauymg with 
them quantities of medicine, medical supplies and baby milk, 
according to the Arab Doctors Union Secretary-General Hassan 
Khreis, who is also Chairman of the Arab Health Committee for 
supporting Iraq. Khreis said that the committee has received 20 
tonnes of medicine and medical supplies from Tunisia and will 
receive similar quantities from Algeria, Tunisia and Yemen. 


Education body denounces massacres in 
Iraq 

AMMAN (Petra) — The National Association for the Education 
of the Children Sunday denounced the ugly massacre of Iraqi 
children and other civilians, carried out by the U.S.-led coalition 
against Iraq. The association condemned the inhuman American 
and Western practices against the civilian population, and 
contested tbe credibility of their allegations of protecting human 
rights and their violation of tbe international convention on 
human rights as well as the other international coftvenants and 
conventions on human rights. 

Iraqi weapon fetches JD 13,000 in auction 

AMMAN (Petra) — An Iraqi Kalashnikov was sold Saturday for 
JD 13,000 at an auction held at the Automobile Exhibition. The 
public auction was a part of a fund-raising function sponsored by a 
number of restaurants and pattiserie shops, in cooperation with 
die Arab Health Committee for supporting Iraq. The function 
included a dinner, proceeds from which will go towards buying 
medicine and food for the children of Iraq. 


Commerce committee reviews activities 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian National Committee of the 
International Chamber of Commerce. (ICC) stressed the impor- 
tant role Jordan has played in the world economy through its 
active participation in a number of international trade' confer- 
ences. The committee called for putting an end to the irregular 
practices and the unnecessary harassment of ships heading to 
Aqaba port. The committee said that the general assembly of the 
ICC would meet in Amman on Feb. 28 to discuss a report 
prepared by the committee on Jordan’s needs and its contribution 
to tbe world economy. It also said the assembly would recom- 
mend to the ICC that Jordan be exempted from paying its annual 
subscription in view of the hard economic circumstances the 
country is passing through. 

House panel amends financial laws 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House's Financial Committee 
Sunday discussed a number of provisional laws relating to Central 
Bank work. After discussing these laws, the committee approved 
them having made some amendments. The meeting, which was 
chaired by Abdullah Al Nsour, was attended by the Central Bank 
of Jordan Governor Mohammad Said Al Nabulsi. The House’s 
Independent Bloc also held a meeting Sunday and elected Deputy 
Abdul Sal am Freihat as rapporteur of the bloc, in succession to 
Dr. Mohammad Al Alawneh, who was appointed Minister of 
Agriculture. Tbe bloc also selected deputies Atef Al Butoush and 
Mahmoud Al Huweimel as a drafting and information committee. 


Prince Hassan, Sommaruga 
discuss war impact on civilians, 
evacuees and Palestinian issue 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Sunday discussed with president 
of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC), Come- 
lio Sommaruga, tiie impact of the 
Golf war on civilian population 
and the need to find the best 
means to help civilians avoid the 
havoc of war. 

Prince Hassan and Sommaruga 
stressed the need for protecting 
civilian areas and holy places 
from attacks by the warring par- 
ties. 

They also reviewed the role of 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
societies in .addressing the eva- 
cuees crisis in Jordan. 

Commenting on tbe current 


situation in the Gulf, Prince Has- 
san said human considerations 
should rise above political and 
any other considerations. 

The Crown Prince also briefed 
the ICRC head on the situation of 
civilian population in the occu- 
pied Arab territories. 

Sommaruga stressed the need 
for directing special attention to 
the people in the occupied terri- 
tories, saying that they have been 
bard hit by the Gulf crisis and the 
blanket curfew imposed on them 
since the outbreak of war on Jan. 
17. 

. Such factors have caused shor- 
tages of basic commodities and 
drugs and contributed to the de- 
terioration of the living condi- 


tions of people there, he noted. 

Her Royal Highness Princess 
Sarvath attended pan of the 
meeting. 

Princess Sarvath emphasised 
the need to focus attention on the 
effects and economic consequ- 
ences of the Gulf war on Jordan 
and the impact on the Kingdom’s 
economy of the international 
sanctions imposed on Iraq while 
considering the issue of Jordanian 
assistance and facilities for Gulf 
war evacuees. 

The Princess thanked the 
various organisations which have 
extended assistance to Jordan in 
this context and expressed hope 
that they would continue to ex- 
tend such support. 


AOHR Jordan breaks silence 

Committee highlights damages 
to Iraqi archaeological sites, 
educational and cultural centres 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — World journalists 
were urged Sunday to join hands 
in the fight against systematic 
destruction of cultural centres 
and archaeological sites and other 
treasures of culture in Iraq com- 
mitted by the allied war planes in 
the ongoing aggression on Iraq. 

The appeal came at a press 
conference here during which a 
member of a national committee 
for the rescue of Iraqi heritage, 
Bader Abdul Haq, said that many 
cultural centres and archaeologic- 
al treasures of Baghdad, Ninva. 
Babylon, Najf, Karbolaa and 
other cities and sites have been 
damaged by the continued bomb- 
ing raids. 

The civilisation of Mesopota- 
mia, Abdul Haq said, was not 
the sole possession of Iraq, but 
rather of mankind as a whole and 
once the barbaric air attacks des- 
troy these treasures they are lost 
for ever. 

Abdul Haq, who is also vice- 
president of the Jordanian Wri- 
ters Association (JWA) said that 
journalists and other intellectuals 
were called on to contribute to- 
wards ap all-out effort to save tbe 
cultural heritage in Iraq. 


Museums, libraries, archaeolo- 
’gical sites along with places of 
worship like mosques and chur- 
ches have been targe tied by the 
allied bombers which 'seem to be 
intent on eradicating the traces of 
ancient civilisations that existed 
in Iraq for thousands of years, 
Abdul Haq noted. 

Abdul Haq promised that the 
committee would shortly publish, 
the names of all -archaeological 
and cultural sites in Iraq which 
sustained minor or major dam- 
ages due to the air raids. 

Apart from cultural and 
archaeological centres, cities and 
villages, he said the allied forces 
have been bombarding universi- 
ties and other institutions of high- 
er learning. 

“The cultural and archaeolo- 
gical treasures found in Iraq as 
remnants of the Assyrian, 
Babylonian and Islamic civilisa- 
tions are considered as treasures 
for mankind and it is the duty of 
the world community in general 
and the intellectuals among the 
world public in particular to take 
steps for the protection of these 
places,” Abdul Haq added. 

Meanhile, the Jordan chapter 
of the Arab Organisation for 
Human Rights (AOHR) has 
issued a statement in ■ Amman 


expressing its total condemnation 
of the ongoing air raids on civilian 
targets describing them as out- 
rageous massacres. " 

“These raids manifest a flag- 
rant disregard on the part of the 
coalition arrayed against Iraq of 
qll the international laws and 
principles and the Fourth Geneva 
Convention which provides for 
the protection of civilians during 
wars,” said the organisation 
statement. 

“AOHR wishes to draw atten- 
tion of the world public opinion 
to the fact that the allied forces 
have far exceeded a mandate 
given them by the U.N. Security 
Council with their callous raids,” 
the statement said. 

AOHR, the statement added, 
considers the ongoing protests in 
various countries of the world, 
including the United States, 
against these barbaric actions as 
displaying the world's indignation 
and anger- over the continuation 
of this devastating war. 

The AOHR statement conde- 
mned the Egyptian government’s 
stand with regard to this criminal 
-war and denounced the Egyptian 
security authorities' harsh treat- 
met of the Egyptian masses trying 
to express their denunciation of 
the war. 


UNDRO Amman chief says 
U.N. may compensate 

families of air raid victims 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 
Nations offices operating in Jor- 
dan will give serious considera- 
tion to any- request from the 
Jordanian government to com- 
pensate for the Jordanian families 
who lost their sons as a rersult of 
allied bombing raids on the 
Jordanian civilian vehicles on the 
Amman-Baghdad route, a senior 
U.N. officer said in Amman 
Sunday. 

The United Nations sympath- 
ises with the bereaved families 
who have suffered as a result of 
these raids during their travel in 
civilian' cars to Jordan, escaping 
the fighting zones in Iraq and 
Kuwait, according to the director 
of the Amman office of the Un- 
ited Nations Disaster Relief 
Organisation (UNDRO), Mr. 
Hans Einhaus. 

He was quoted by the Jordan 
news agency, Petra, as saying that 
compensation for the victims of 
the war was not the United Na- 
tions responsibility but UNDRO 
was willing to study any request 
submitted by the Jordanian gov- 
ernment in this respect 

Einhaus expressed his regret 
and sadness over the death of the 
innocent civilians during the Gulf 


war, and noted that the United 
Nations charter provides for pro- 
tection to the civilian population 
and consider their deliberate kill- 
ing as an international unlawful 
act. 

At least 14 truck drivers were 
among those killed in the raid on 
the highway and 31 trucks were 
reported to have been destroyed 
in the raids. 

As a result of the shortage of 
crude oil the government three 
weeks ago introduced measures 
to reduce oil consumption in Jor- 
dan allowing private cars to run 
on alternate days only. 

The government also sought a 
deal -with Syria to buy crude oil 
and bought an oil tanker for S7.5 
million to be stationed in Aqaba 
to provide supplies of crude oil to 
the Kingdom. 

Einhaus lauded the govern- 
ment’s cooperation in matters re- 
lated to providing facilities to the 
United Nations officers operating 
in the country and providing re- 
leif and humanitarian assistance 
to the evacuees. 

The United Nations agencies 
have made arrangements for 
sufficient stocks of food supplies 
lasting for at least three months 


for 100.000 of these evacuees. 

These supplies, stored in ware- 
houses in Jordan can be used at 
any time for the benefit of the 
evacuees converging on the 
camps set up. at Azraq, Amman 
and Aqaba, Einhaus noted. ' 

He said that United Nations 
agencies was taking care of the 
evacuees in cooperation with the 
local authorities until the 
arrangements could be made for 
tiieir repatriation, mainly through 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) chartered 
planes. 

Einhaus said that his organisa- 
tion was facing difficulties in ac- 
quiring types of tents which are 
suitable for the weather and ter- 
rain in Jordan, but the efforts 
were continuing. 

More than 800,000 evacuees of 
different nationalities have pas- 
sed through Jordan on thier way 
home since tbe start of tbe Gulf 
crisis last August and the United 
Nations agencies like UNDRO 
and the International Organisa- 
tion for Migration (IOM) and tbe 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) have been 
closely cooperating with the 
Jordanian government in putting 
them up in camps prior to their 
repatriation. 


Protests against U.S. continue 


AMMAN (Petra) — A march 
was organised Sunday by the 
Jordanian Arab Nationalist 
Democratic Alliance (JANDA) 
and the National Federation of 
Jordanian Youth to protest tbe 
aggression on Iraq by the U.S.- 
led alliance. 

Several Lower House of Parlia- 
ment members and representa- 
tives of local societies and com- 
mittees took part in the march 

which proceeded from Al Abdali 
bns station to the United Nations 
Office in Shmdsam. 

Participants in the march sub- 
mitted to the U.N. office a com- 
munique issued by the Arab Pub- 


lic Conference for Confronting 
tbe Aggression on Iraq and the 
Arab Nation which concluded its 
meetings in Sanaa, Yemen, re- 
cently. 

Retired army Lieutenant 
General Mashhour Al Jazi read 
the text of the communique be- 
fore tbe public in front of the 
U.N. office. 

The conference in Sanaa de- 
cided to call on Arab citizens for 
public mobilisation to confront 
the aggression, consider the 17th 
of each month a day of solidarity 
with Iraq, collect donations for 
Iraq and call on Arab profession- 


al unions and committees to step 
up their efforts in the process of 
seconding medical delegation and 
sending supplies to Iraq. 

The communique also called 
for establishing an Arab fund for 
supporting Iraq's steadfastness. 

Deputy Mansour Seifeddine 
Murad delivered an address in 
which he stressed the need to 
counter the U.S.-Atlantic aggres- 
sion on Iraq. 

He said the aggression was 
aimed at destroying the Arab 
Nation in general, and ending the 
Palestinian uprising in the oceu- 
pied territories in particular. 
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Iraq won’t surrender 


THE KIND of unconditional and complete withdrawal that 
the allied countries are demanding of Iraq is tantamount to 
surrender. Iraq has not surrendered and has no intention of 
doing so. All that Baghdad has now proposed is to give U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 660 a chance for practical 
implementation by observing its spirit as well as its letter. 
True that resolution calls for immediate and unconditional 
withdrawal of Iraqi troops from Kuwait. Bat it is also true 
that its third operative paragraph calls for an immediate « 
intensive negotiations between Iraq and Kuwait for the 
purpose of resolving their differences. If this operative 
paragraph is not a built-in condition for the full imple- 
mentation of that resolution, one does not know what is. 
Additionally, any legal and political document as the one 
that found expression in Resolution 660 needs to be seen in 
proper perspective and with a sense of realism. One canno t 
for example have half a million Iraqi troops moved from 
Kuwait ‘‘immediately” in the strict sense of the word. 
.“Moving such a massive number of Iraqi soldiers out of 
Kuwait would necessarily require reasonable time and 
practical security arrangements. Otherwise Iraq would put 
its armed forces at the mercy of its enemies, numerous as 
they are and harbouring sinister motives and intentions as 
they do. The Iraqi ambassador to the U-N., Abdul Amir 
Anbari, emphasised cm Saturday in New York that the 
so-called Iraqi “conditions*' associated with Baghdad’s 
Friday stunning announcement that it accepts Resolution 
660 are not actually “conditions’* but rather “issues” that 
need to be discussed. This is the catch here. The government 
of Iraq is assuring the '.world especially the part of it that is 
willing to listen that there are really no conditions attached 
to Iraq’s peace overture. Yet U.SL President George Bush 
and his inner circle of advisers who have developed a vested 
interest in pursuing the war option insist on feeling the 
thorns instead of smelling the flower, tt is one thing for such 
officials to characterise Baghdad’s acceptance of Hesohrtjon 
660 as incomplete and quite another to label it as a “cruel 
hoax” and to add insult to injury by calling on the Iraqi 
people to topple their president and his government. 

We hope there is still some sanity left in tins world to 
enable Soviet leaders to build on Iraq’s peace initiative, 
which they saw as a promising step in the peace campaign. If 
Moscow and Baghdad can establish a true momentum for 
peace there the warmongers would be stripped of any excuse 
to prosecute their lust for war and destruction. As things 
stand now, it appears as if the leaders of the Coalition 
Against Iraq (CAI) are hell bent on pressing with their war 
on the ground, regardless of what happens in Moscow. If 
this is indeed the case, there is only one thing left to be said: 
Iraq win defend itself and prove capable of repelling the 
aggression. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


WITH THE Iraqi announcement that Baghdad is ready to 
implement U.N. Security Council resolution 660, no excuse is left 
for the allied forces to maintain their air bombardment of Iraqi 
civilian targets, said A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Sunday. Indeed, the 
Iraqi initiative provides very positive ideas for the West and 
essential elements for resolving not only the Gulf crisis, but also 
the Middle East Arab-Iai a- 11 conflict, die paper noted. Once the 
negotiations for peace are opened, all issues could be discussed 
for all formulas that would bring about the aspired peace and 
security for the Middle East, the paper added. But the paper said 
the American rejection of the Iraqi initiative stands out as a major 
obstacle for the U.N. Security Council to meet again and decide 
on the issue despite the fact that the continuation of the war is no 
more feasible now that the Iraqis have accepted resolution 660. 
Furthermore. President Bush has no right to decide to cany on 
the war since it is the light of the Security Council, which in the 
first place ruled in favour of war, to deride whether the hostilities 
should continue or not, said the paper. Neither Washington nor 
any other Western capital has the right to decide on matters of 
peace or war simply because the United Nations organisation is 
the sole party empowered to take such practice, the paper added. 
The time has come for the peace loving nations and organisations 
to intervene and seize the opportunity to end the conflict, the 
paper said. It said that peace, that would end the suffering of 
many people, should not be left in the hands of one person or a 
handful of persons because it benefits mankind. 

We did not expect from Israel or its Western allies in general and 
the United States in particular to accept the Iraqi initiative 
because it means peace based on justice which they have 
adamantly refused so far, said A1 Dvstour Arabic daily Sunday. 
The paper said that the allied forces came to the Gulf not to 
liberate Kuwait as they claimed but to destroy Iraq's military 
migbt and economic and scientific infrastructure. Israel in 
particular is expected to encourage the United States to prusue its 
efforts to destroy Iraq in order to safeguard its own selfish 
interests and maintain its hold over Arab lands, the paper noted. 
What is surprising about the situation ensuing the Iraqi initiative, 
is to see Arab countries siding with Israel and the United States by 
expressing their rejection of the Iraqi initiative which not only 
expressed desire to withdraw Iraqi forces from Kuwait, bur is also 
designed to safeguard Arab countries' rights and those of the 
Palestinian people in the Palestinian lands, the paper pointed out: 
It said that it is unimaginable that Arab countries could adopt 
such a negative stand in a matter considered in favour of their own 
interests and siding by their enemies against their Arab brothers 
in Iraq instead. The paper said that the allied forces are 
competing with one another to kill Arab women and children in 
Iraq at a time wben certain Arab countries aligned behind 
Washington continue to gloat over the suffering of their Arab 
brothers and sisters. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Dr. Waleed Saadi 


The facts are missing from 
the Gulf war of information 


IN retrospect, the entire Gulf crisis began with a massive barrage 
of disinformation. Starting with the collapse of the Jeddah meeting 
(held between the Iraqi and Kuwaiti sides under the direction of 
King Fahd on the eve of the Kuwaiti crisis) and the ensuing Arab 
efforts to defuse the collapsed Kuwaiti-Iraqi negotiations in the 
wake of Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait on Aug. 2, the whole scenario 
seems with the benefit of hindsight, to have been nothing but 
a vicious and well calculated campaign to frustrate all efforts for a 
peaceful resolution of the conflict and head instead directly to war. 

Even if one wants to give credit to the other side's interpretation 
of the events that preceded Iraq's occupation of Kuwait and the 
circumstances that followed it, there is still a body of facts that 
stand out openly and clearly in support of the thesis that a 
premeditated disinformation campaign has been waged all along 
by Washington and its allies in their effort to achieve the principal 
objectives in the Gulf region: One ro destroy Iraq as a regional 
power, and the second to place the oil wealth of the Gulf region 
under the direct hegemony of Washington and London. The other 
parties that -willy-nilly joined the contemporary “Sikes-Picot” 
design for the Middle East and Gulf region apparently did so to get 
a piece of the pie. 

Even Moscow was caught by surprise and thought for a while 
that is too must toe Washington's line and either play the part 
designated for it or risk being kept out of the grand scheme and the 
spoils of war. There are now signs that the Soviet Union has finally 
woken up to the harsh realities of the game and is beginning to 
show signs of restlessness and unease. That there will be a belated 


backlash in the Soviet Union is a foregone conclusion, but it will 
take time for Moscow to regroup and articulate ^.tenable reaction. 
Time, of course, is not On the side of Moscow which*i5 bedevilled 
with a string of domestic woes most of which Moscow now believes 
are of Washington's making. 

To get back to the disinformation campaign that was waged ui 
particular by Washington right from the word go, it is fitting to 
recall the assurances and pledge by U.S. President George Bush 
that the U.S.. deployment of forces in Saudi Arabia is simply and 
purely for the defence of Saudi Arabia with no designs or plans to 
Start offensive hostilities. This part is most troubling for all peoples 
and nations of the world who still look to the U.S. as the only 
remaining superpower with political, economic, and military clout 
to establish a new international order on the heels of the end the 
East-West rivalry. 

For the U.S. president to make such a declaration for the whole 
world to hear and take a note of. only to be found as untrue, is 
simply preposterous. The strength and influence of Washington 
cannot be maintained on falsehoods, disinformation and deceit. 

When the American chief executive makes a pledge or a 
commitment, the international community is entitled to place its 
trust and faith in any such declaration of policy. Zr is already an 
established history that President Bush never meant what he told 
his people and the nations of the world when he said that the U.S. 
deployment of armed forces was simply to defend Riyadh. The 
first sign that President Bush was not telling the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth came when be announced few weeks later 


‘Death by briefing 9 of the 
media in Saudi Arabia 


By George Esper 

The Associated Press 


' DHAHRAN — After a month of 
war, with ground combat 
approaching, the U.S. military 
has severely curtailed access by 
reporters to soldiers and the front 
lines. 

As a sideshow, there is the 
endless skirmish between military 
public relations officers and more 
than 800 journalists who seek 
front-row seats at the United 
Stales’ largest battle since 'Viet- 
nam. 

“Death by briefing," said a 
frustrated reporter who had been 
exhausted, not by a trip into the 
field, but by the marathon of 
note- taking and tape recording at 
sessions with official spokesmen. 

The command says it will in- 
crease access to the troops. All 
journalists would be in escorted 
pools, however, and would total 
fewer than half the 500 reporters 
and photographers who roamed 
Vietnam almost unrestricted. 

Military officials argue that the 
movements of journalists must be 
limited to protect them as well as 
the allied war effort. 

Some existing pools have not 
•been activated and no journalist 
is allowed to interview a GI with- 
out a military escort. Some sol- 
diers who spoke with unaccompa- 
nied reporters have been repri- 


manded. 

Like Vietnam, the number of 
U.S. military personnel in the 
Gulf has grown to more than half 
a million. Unlike Vietnam, access 
in the first month has been li- 
mited to slightly more than 100 
journalists in pools. All pool re- 
ports are subject to military cen- 
sorship. 

Some air force pools have fared 
relatively well, including one that 
covered the opening night of the 
war. After that, pool coverage 
went downhill and journalists 
were not taken to the only major 
ground fighting thus far, at Khafji 
on Jan. 27. 

The U.S. command said no 
marines were, engaged in the bat- 
tle, but they were, as was disco- 
vered by reporters who made 
their own ways to Kbafji at great 
risk. 

Some, including Fred Bayles 
and John King of the Associated 
Press, were detained for their 
efforts. ■Their names were given 
to the Saudi government, along 
with those of .other correspon- 
dents who went into the field 
without military escorts. 

If journalists bad their way, 
there would be no pools that in- 
hibit individual reporting. 

“It’s just completely diffe- 


rent," said R.W. Apple of the 
New York Tunes, who covered 
Vietnam in the 1960s. “It seems 
to me. having disliked the way 
the war was covered in Vietnam, 
the American military decided to 
try to shape the coverage of this 
war to its liking." 

In the view of some military 
officials and the U.S. Defence 
Department, the press somehow 
lost the war in Vietnam by por- 
traying its horrors in pictures and 
words, thus undermining public 
support. 

“The American military got; 
this image ‘ of - the press - as an 
uncontrolled enemy,” said Tony. 
Clifton, a Newsweek correspon- 1 
dent who has covered wars for 20 
years. 

After Vietnam came the Falk- 
lands, Grenada and Panama, 
where reporters were held in 
pools that never really got to the 
action. 

“The Americans, among 
others, saw that the press could 
be controlled completely if the 
.army had complete control over 
the movements and the com- 
munications of the press,” Clifton 
said. 

For the first three weeks of the 
Gulf war, for example, not one 
New York Tunes reporter was 


authorised to be with U.S. 
ground troops. 

“Mountainous roadblocks have 
been put in the way of effective 
coverage," Apple said. 

Frustrated reporters and 
photographers have gone out on 
their own, unescorted. A dozen 
have been detained by military 
authorities, even blindfolded and 
held at gunpoint, and four CBS 
news staffers disappeared Jan. 21 
near the border. 

The U.S. command portrays 
n the war as one with few casualties 
"and brings on . its top brass with 
charts apd sudt euphemisms as 
"“collateral - damage;" for bombs 
that stray from military targets. 

It has gone to such extremes 
that some reporters have been 
kept out of military hospitals. 
Yet, the Washington Post was 
' able to interview a wounded 
American by telephone. 

Polls indicate public support 
for the military's information 
policy. Many people seem to be 
convinced that military’s only aim 
is to protect American lives. 

“Army prestige had never been 
higher, because this is seen as a 
just wax and we're not taking any 
casualties, so the army must be 
right,” Clifton said. 


Aziz’s Moscow visit shapes up as 
last chance to avert ground war 


By Nicholas Phythian 

Reuter 


NICOSIA — Iraq's foreign 
minister. Tareq Aziz, was ex- 
pected in Moscow Sunday for a 
visit that looks more and more 
like a last chance to avert a 
bloody ground battle for Kuwait. 

Mr. Aziz, whose country spoke 
for the first time of withdrawal on 
Friday in a ceasefire proposal 
hedged with conditions, will have 
talks with Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev who is at the 
forefront of efforts to end the 
month-old conflict peacefully. 

But U.S. President George 
Bush, whose planes are 
spearheading an unrelenting ae- 
rial bombardment of Iraqi forces, 
said he had received “very fresh” 
assurances from Moscow that Mr. 
Gorbachev remained firmly be- 
hind international efforts to end 
Iraq's occupation of Kuwait. 

“He’s been very solid in sup- 
port of the coalition.” Mr. Bush 
told reporters while on a seaside 
walk in freezing temperatures 
near his holiday home at Kenne- 
bunkport in Maine. 

White House sources said Mr. 
Bush, who rejected the Iraqi 
ceasefire proposal as a “cruel 
hoax,” had received a letter from 
Mr. Gorbachev seeking a delay in 
the start of any ground offensive 
until after he meets Mr. Aziz 
Monday. 

In Moscow, European Com- 
munity (EC) ministers said Mr. 
Gorbachev would demand Iraq's 
withdrawal from Kuwait m bis 
talks with Mr. Aziz. 

"In his meeting with Tareq 
Aziz, he is going to insist on this 
point,” Luxembourg Foreign 
Minister Jacques Poos said after 
talks with the Soviet leader 


Saturday. 

“In times of war. one can 
always hope that pressure put on 
one of the parties may lead to a 
peaceful solution.” 

The Soviet Union, like Iran, 
has been trying to persuade Iraq 
to withdraw peacefully. 

Moscow has welecomed Iraq's 
ceasefire initiative as “an impor- 
tant beginning” and has made 
much of the fact that the Iraq's 
ruling Revolutionary Command 
Council (RCC) spoke of with- 
drawal from Kuwait. 

“But Soviet spokesmen have 
expressed reservations about the 
conditions, which include an 
Israeli withdrawal from occupied 
Arab territories. 

“Unfortunately, this principled 
provision (withdrawal) is linked 
to many conditions, which could 
render it meaningless,” Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Vitaly Chur- 
kin said. 

Iraq's U.N. ambassador called 
Saturday for negotiations on the 
basis of Baghdad's offer and said 
some members of the coalition 
opposed to the occupation of 
Kuwait were “more sincere than 
the others in trying to find a 
peaceful solution.” 

“For example, the Soviet Un- 
ion is more interested in genuine- 
ly trying to find a peaceful solu- 
tion,” he added. 

Iran, which fought Iraq from 
1980 to 1988 but has remained 
neutral in the latest Gulf war 
Saturday urged the United States 
and Its allies to react positively to 
Baghdad's offer. 

The Supreme National Security 
* Council, chaired by Prudent Ali 
Akbar Hashemi Rafshnjani. 


urged them “to take reciprocal 
positive steps and thus prepare 
the ground for a peaceful and 
rapid settlement of the hostili- 
ties.” 

But U.S Defence Secretary 
Dick Cheney, while welcoming 
the Soviet diplomatic moves, said 
there could be no ceasefire with- 
out an Iraqi withdrawal. 

“If they (the Soviet Union) can 
persuade Saddam Hussein to 
comply with the U.N. resolutions 
and get out of Kuwait by reiterat- 
ing once again that that's the only 
acceptable outcome that obvious- 
ly would be a service,” he said. 

“But I don’t think there's any 
room here for any pause, any 
ceasefire — anything other than 
complete, total, unconditional 
compliance with the U.N. resolu- 
tions," be said. 

U.S. military chiefs, mean- 
while, said they could not guaran- 
tee Mr. Aziz safe passage if he 
left by air for Moscow. 

“The representative of the na- 
tion that started this war and 
ravaged Kuwait is entering a 
dangerous situation when he 
attempts to leave the country,” 
said Lieutenant General Tom 
Kelly, the Pentagon's operations 
director. 

The 700,000-strong U.S.-led 
multinational force is poised to 
launch a ground offensive against 
the estimated 500,000 Iraqi 
troops in and around Kuwait, 
The aerial bombardment, de- 
signed to soften up Iraqi defences 
and keep allied casualties to a 
minimum, continued with fresh 
attacks on the elite Republican 
Guard and other targets. 

Military sources in London said 
the Iraqi army may have lost up 
to 40 per cent of its armour and 
artillery, approaching the 50 per 
cent thresfahold they say is 


needed before any ground offen- 
sive. 

But Iraq accuses allied plans of 
attacking civilians. 

It says in one incident on 
Wednesday more than 300 people 
were lolled in an air strike on a 
Baghdad shelter. In another, it 
said 130 civilians were Jollied 
when bombs missed a bridge dur- 
ing a raid on Fallouja, west of the 
capital. ■ 

The U.S. Defence Depart- 
ment, which claims the shelter 
was a military communications 
centre, accused Iraq of deliber- 
ately damaging at least one build- 
ing for “propaganda” purposes 
but declined to produce any im- 
mediate evidence. 

“They are faking some of it,” 
Rear Admiral Mike McConnell 
told a news briefing. “We saw 
them inflict some damage on a 
specific building.” 

Two Iraqi Said missiles hit 
Israel Saturday night and the 
army said one landed in the south 
for the first time. An army 
spokesman said there were no 
reports of casualties or damage. 

Morocco, which sent troops to 
the Gulf to defend Saudi Arabia 
but has seen widespread popular 
support for Iraq at home, became 
the first member of the allied 
coalition to welcome Iraq's cease- 
fire offer. 

Bur the eight other Arab mem- 
bers of the coalition, meeting in 
Cairo, omitted any mention of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) from a statement 
on the future of the Middle East 

The statement, marking a 
possible shift in approach to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, appeared to 
reflect deep anger over PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat’s out- 
spoken support for Iraq. 


that he was beefing op the U.S. nrilitaiy presence in Older to give 

there bn. rather egad . « •££ 
well to augment their military presence in order to also join .the 
offensive effort of toe stvcalled coalition forces. _ 

The massive disinformation campaign continued after the start 
nf fh _ ^ ^ th e Gulf. The extensive aenal and nussfle 

bombardment of Iraq was not confined as “pledged ’ to mjtoy 
targets, but also reached civilian targets — be they Iraqi, Kuwaiti 

or Jordanian. - 

The biggest tragedy of all is that the raun^ate aodienra of. 
President Bush, the American people, are not being told the facts 
about the entire Gulf conflict from its inception to its present state 
of affairs. Of course the only hope to amend Bushs policy on toe 
Kuwaiti situation is to have the American people hear the whole 
truth. As long as they are denied an opportunity to get familiar 
with even the basics about the crisis there, -will be no chant® 
whatsoever that they will ever tell their government enough is 

Bush’s era- can thus be characterised as an era unprecedented in 
censorship of news and manipulation of information. Perhaps toe 
president's background as the director of the CIA would explain m 
part his tendency to direct the news media in a way that serves best 
his line of policy. Meanwhile, the American people get the blame 
for the present course in Washington, and the entire country gets 
chastised for the wrong-doing of the few who happen to be at the 
helm now in Washington. 



The world of 
big tips 

By Peter Ustinov 

The following are major excerpts from a column the author 
contributed to the Feb. 15 - 17 issue of the European. Mr. Ustinov ■ 
is a pmminant actor, TV personality and UNICEF, ambassador ; 
at large. 

I NEVER thought I would live to hear U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker say that Kong Hussein of Jordan had changed sides. 
To make such an allegation is not to know the King, a privilege I. 
have had for the best part of half a century. I was much less 
surprised to hear that the generous American grant to Jordan was 
being reconsidered as a punishment for a speech which seemed 
intemperate, less surprised, because we live in the world the big 
tipper, with sudden withdrawal of favour regularly used to 
censnre the expression of unpopular opinion. 

Remember, rf you will, toe declaration of the Yemeni chairman 
of the Security Council, who dared to cast his vote a gains t the 
motion condemning Iraq for the invasion of Kuwait. He said that 
his vote was a question of conscience, admitting that his gesture 
would no doubt mean the withdrawal of $70 milli on fo American 
aid. The Egyptian debt for military hardware from the United 
States was wiped out as a gesture of gratitude for Egypt’s ’ 
willingness to be actively involved in the Golf war. We can only 
jguess at the deals with Syria and other countries, notably Israel 
along the same lines. 

Once governments behave in a manner which wonld entail 
instant arrest in individuals, and once the graceful term of- 
enhgbtened self-interest is employed to justify the atmosphere of 
understated venality prevalent today, it strains credulity to accept 
President Bush's definition of the present conflict as one of good 
versus evil. That is strictly for toe young of mind. Mark you, 
nothing that Mr. Bush can say can make Saddam Hussein’s image 
l«s attractive than it already is, although it is absolutely possible 
man may exert a certain charm on those who actually 

To allege that good is the exclusive platform of the coalition is 
far-fetdied and even in doubtful taste. The massive and consSmt 
mr atracks on military targets obviously make a great deal of 

rf i bey ****** sensibilities of those who 
remember Dresden, and even London during the Blitz. And the " 

reco . nstn ict Iraq when it is all over is but a premonitfoS ' 
coosci&rvx. in those about to indulge in slaughter. 

Mr De Klerk, m his historic speech to toe South African 
^S^n^Thi? 113 ^ CDd of apartheid with the end of •= 

X JS£S,£5. Soutt 

SI Afii<a were no * fOT a moment as watertightt^hos^ , 

A^o^MMtries depemimgoD trade with South Afiica were ' 
fonn of 

redundant? No one. All we knmfi* ThJ h “passive scenario. o 

and i suppose that i 

when the scenario eagerly writJr, kT" 1 ' And ^ ha PP en 

“tolled by so fewf^finaHy at^T* " otrib,no ' s ’ 


ass' y* fir to Brit ^ d -»8 *• : 

colonists on condition that aIS**” 6 to ne S otiate with toeT 
The conflitt Taf ISi Benedict Arnold.- 

even though the war is behind L j?? at tbe V**** conference^ 
Germanv «r “ De,u ? d us. But meanwhile. let iih annlairf ' 


Ionian. » t^” * to fail andS 

have allowed-^ 
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^^NChina tries to put Tiananmen 
behind it, but success difficult 


r 


n- 


By David Schfesfarar 

Rcvtcr ^ 


BELONG — China's leaders are 
trying to pnt the pro-democracy 
demonstrations of 1989 behind 
them by jailing two alleged mas- 
terminds — called “black hands" 
— for 13 years, bringing to an end 
trials of well-known dissidents. 

However, diplomats in Beijing 
aid the traditional QmwB » prac- 
tice of punishing ■ scapegoats to 
qnell unrest, summed up in 
' proverbs 1 tike “kill a chicken to 
warn the monkey,” and “execute 
one to scare 100," may not work 
for long. 

“There is still so much anger 
and hurt below the surface, and 
the dissatisfaction about Com- 
munist Party rate that resulted in 
Tiananmen (square demonstra- 
tions) is still there,” a senior 
diplomat said. 

“The millions of people who 
took to the streets did so natural- 
ly and spontaneously. To try to 
put the blame on two people is 
huficrous.” 

Beijing’s people’s intermediate 
court last week jailed Chen Zon- 
ing and Wang Jantao for 13 years 
on charges of inciting to subvert 
the government and the socialist 
system. 


An internal speech by Premier 
Li Peng labelled Wang, 32, and 
Chen 37. •‘the blade hands be hind 
the black hands” plotting the 
pro-democracy movement, 
according to Chinese sources and 
the human rights group Asia 
Watch. 

The speech, which has not 
been published in the official 
press, reportedly said the two 
veteran pro-democracy campaig- 
ners had to be crushed or the 
communist government would 
know no peace. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


A third dissident, Liu Gang, 
was sentenced to six years. Cben 
Xiaoping, a 29-year-old constitu- 
tional law scholar, was found 
guilty but was exempted from 
punishment because he surren- 
dered voluntarily to authorities 
and showed repentance. 

Including last week's 
announcement, 21 guilty verdicts 
on dissidents involved in the 1989 
unrest have been reported in the 
official media, resulting in IS 
prison sentences. 

Diplomats said they did not 
expect further trials of prominent 


dissidents arrested in the crack- 
down on dissent that began on 
June 4, 1989, when army ta nk s 
and guns crashed the pro-demo- 
cracy movement and inflicted a 
heavy loss of life. 

In Washington, U.S. State De- 
partment spokeswoman Margaret 
TntwDex said the sentences were 
deeply troubling. 

“No prison sentence imposed 
for nonviolent political activity 
can be considered lenient," she 
told reporters. 

Diplomats in Beijing said they 
thought the 1989 democracy 
movement and the harsh and 
bloody government repression 
that followed wonld not be 
forgotten either by the world 
community or by the Chinese 
population. 

“These were dearly political 
trials and these people are politic- 
al prisoners,” a diplomat said. 

The Chinese government has 
said repeatedly the trials were 
legal and carried out according to 
established procedures. It has re- 
jected attempts by Weston re- 1 
porters and diplomats to attend, 
saying the proceedings were 
purely an internal affair. 

“The world will not forget it 
and die people will not forget it. 
The Chinese people remember 


massacres very vividly and with 
gret anger," the diplomat said. 

“The communist leadership 
knows that, because it came to 
power on t he back of just that 
kind of anger. At some point 
down the road, when conditions 
are right, that anger will spilJ over 
again and either sweep die pre- 
sent leadership away or cause 
absolutely massive reform,” he 
said. 

Most diplomats agreed that 
economic stability was now key to 
the present leadership remaining 
in power, and that ma ss demon- 
strations were unlikely soon unless 
growth slowed and inflation 
soared again. 

The 1989 demonstration were 
preceded by a bout of inflation 
that hit 30 per cent in cities. 
Inflation was brought down to 
two per cent last year. 

Diplomats pointed out that 
harsh sentences on previons dissi- 
dents, like the 15-year sentence 
handed Wei. Jingsheng in 1979, 
had not crashed the pro-demo- 
cracy spirit, however. 

“They are trying to pnt Tianan- 
men behind them, but giving 13 
years does not do that," a diplo- 
mat said. 

“What they have done is just 
put it ahead of them." 


Turkish plan to ease Kurdish 
ban faces stiff opposition 


by Ayse Sariogln 
Reuter 

ANKARA — A turkish govern- 
ment plan to let an estimated 10 
million Kurds speak their mot.'tier 
tongue without breaking the 'law 
has run into stiff opposition. 

The reform, seen by wes tern 
diplomats as an attempt to polish 
up Turkey’s human rights icfiage, 
has antagonised many nationalist 
Turks. 

They fear that lifting the: ban, 
imposed in 1983 to help curb 
political violence, will fuel Kur- 
dish aspirations for autonomy or 
independence. 

Parliamentary sources say that 
the Tilling centre-right .'Mother- 
land Party, despite its nbsolute 
parliamentary majority, • may fail 
to push the reform through the 
assembly quickly, partly' because 
of resistance within its ovm ranks. 

“We must tread very 'carefully. 
People in other region-5, fear thus 
move could lead to seifiaratism," 
Motherland Deputy / Chairman 
Metin Gurdere told Reuters. 

A draft bill, sent to -parliament 
last month by the government, 
proposes allowing ’the Kurds, 
concentrated in 13 southeastern 
provinces, to speak ; — but not 
write — their language. 


So sensitive is the issue that the 
draft bill, even though it would 
merely legalise current practice, 
does not even mention the word 
Kurdish. 

It asserts that Turkish is the 
country's sole official language, 
but says other languages and di- 
alects may be used in speech and 
muse. 

“I can say there is quite a large 
□umber of opponents (in the 
Motherland) to the Kurdish bill." 
said Motherland Deputy Alpas- 
lan Pehlivanli, who heads the 
commission. 

“The agenda of parliament’s 
judiciary commission is full. The 
debate on this bill may be delayed 
for weeks." 

The outlawed Kurdish Work- 
ers Party (PKK) has led a violent 
independence campaign which 
has cost more than 2,600 lives in 
the southeast since 1984. 

The PKK, which has attracted 
m inim al world attention with its 
campaign, says the region is part 
of an ancient Kurdish homeland 
covering parts of present-day 
Iran, Iraq and Syria. 

Turkey, which borders all three 
countries, has sworn to prevent 
the emergence of any indepen- 
dent Kurdish state in northern 
Iraq after the Gulf war. 


Western diplomats say Presi- 
dent Turgot Ozal wants the lan- 
guage reform now to polish Tur- 
key's image and improve its influ- 
ence on any post-war changes to 
the status of Kurds in Iraq. 

The government has, at the 
same time, said it would cancel 
three penal code articles which 
ban political action by commun- 
ists and Muslim fundamentalists. 

Turkey’s human rights record 
has often come under fire from 
the West. 

Its treatment of the Kurds, 
reports of police torture and rep- 
ressive aspects of its penal code 
have been cited as obstacles to its 
bid for full European Community 
membership. 

Turkey has signed several hu- 
man rights conventions, including 
those at the 1990 Paris Confer- 
ence on Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe, which lay down 
stringent international standards. 

Kurds in Turkey are not recog- 
nised as an ethnic minority, un- 
like Greeks and Armenians, who 
have their own schools, churches 
and newspapers in their own lan- 
guages. 

Strict anti-separatist laws pun- 
ish any attempt to assert an ethnic 
or national Kurdish identity. 

Mortherland Deputy Nurettin 


Yilmaz, a Kurd, infuriated his 
conservative colleagues last week 
by saying Kurds were settled in 
Anatolia before Turks arrived in 
the 11th century. 

State Minister Mustafa Tasar 
said Mr. Yilmaz bad fuelled anta- 
gonism to the Kurdish reform 
among Motherland deputies. 

“I support the bill, but it is 
wrong for Kurds to say *we are 
different’ when we are talking of 
equality for all citizens. Separat- 
ism will harm its supporters," he 
said. 

Hie Kurdish ban was enacted 
in 1983 by a military government 
which took power in a 1980 coup 
to curb political violence. 

The reform will enable Kurds 
to speak Kurdisb and listen to 
Kurdish music but the language 
will remain banned from official 
documents, education, publica- 
tions, the media and rallies. 

“The bill will be passed finally 
but it will be difficult,” said 
Motherland Deputy Resit Celik, 
a Kurd. 

Ugur Mumcu, a columnist for 
the left-leaning Cimhuriyet daily, 
took a more cynical view. 

“It will serve no purpose ex- 
cept make money for Kurdish 
singers whose cassettes will sell 
like hot cakes.” 


ast knocks at NATO 
but will it open? 



Nicholas Doughty 

Reuter 

— The nations of 
t-Eixrope, once NATO’s 
jFeqemies, are pressing the 
..^iMhiniance to shelter them 
threat of unrest and 
theironcreasingly troubled Soviet 
nci^ibour. 

Their old organisations for 
mffitary and trade affairs — the 
Warsaw Pact and Comecon — 
are deadiahd about to be buried. 

,;; NATO, while keen to 
. acw H nks^ nit&ghe fragile j 
democracies mPoland, Hungary 
or Czechoslovakia* has shut 
door firmly on admitting new 
members and is deeply ambi- 
guous about what else it.migfat do 
to help those now out in the cold. 

“This is one of the most sensi- 
tive subjects that we have to deal 
with” a senior NATO official said 
recently. 

“They see us as a force for 
stability in Europe, perhaps the 
only one,” said an alliance diplo- 
mat. “But what we can do for 
them is limited." 

NATO has no role to play in 
helping rebuild the shattered eco- 
nomies of Eastern Europe — the 
Europe Community and others 
take care of that — though it has 
thrown open its doors to former 
enemies and offered regular di- 
plomatic contacts. 

NATO is anxious to reassure 
these countries about the future, 
partly because it wants to see 
stability established across the 
continent and partly to prove that 
the alliance is not just a cold war 
dinosaur that should be left to 
die. 

But formal security guarantees 
to countries such as Poland or 
Romania are out of the question. 


“First of all, veiy few, if any, 
NATO members would agree to 
that idea. Secondly, it would be 
downright provocative to the 
Soviet Union at a time when the 
last thing we want is to upset a 
very delicate situation there," 
said one alliance diplomat 

Nevertheless, alliance sources 
say. Eastern European diplomats 
have made clear m repeated con- 
tacts with NATO that they are 
seeking some sort of security 
guarantee in the medium to long- 
term. 

Czedioslovak President Vaclav 
'Havel "said last 'week ^th'at^the 
. bloody crackdowa-in the Balti& 
“strengthens the reason for closer 
cooperation with NATO” as the 
only functioning security alliance 
in Europe. 

“We are in the direct neigh- 
bourhood of this Colossus (the 
Soviet Union),” said Mr. Havel, 
who is due to visit NATO head- 
quarters for talks next month. 

Polish officials have indicated 
similar views. Hungary has taken 
up associate membership of the 
North Atlantic Assembely, an 
advisory body that groups parlia- 
mentarians from NATO’s 16 
members. Some Bulgarian poli- 
tical parties want their parliament 
to debate an application for 
NATO membership. 

Romanian Foreign Minister 
Adrian Nastase said after a visit 
to NATO last week: 

“In our geopolitical situation 
and in view of our contacts with 
Western Europe and the Euro- 
pean Community, it would be 
totally natural to find a formula 
for association with NATO.” 

The response from NATO has 
been less than clear. 

Secretary-General Manfred 


Woemer, speaking after Mr. 
Nastase’s visit, said NATO had 
no formal mechanisms for asso- 
ciation with third countries and 
added: “We will reach solutions 
satisfactory to' all sides.'’ 

One solution to the problem, 
some NATO diplomats say, 
would be to give these countries 
the feeling that they can count on 
the alliance for support in an 
informal way. 

“Through the contacts we have 
now established, we can create 
uncertainty in people’s minds ab- 
out whether NATO might jump 
‘m to protect them, ^ said one 
diplomat. “That in itself might be 
a deterrent to any aggressive ac- 
tion. The Soviets, for example, 
could never be quite sure bow we 
would react.” 

The alliance is not only worried 
about tbe effects of instability in 
the Soviet Union, which still has 
huge conventional forces and 
thousands of nuclear weapons de- 
spite arms control agreements. 

Nationalist and ethnic tensions 
— between, for example Roma- 
nia and Hungary — were sup- 
pressed during the cold war but 
are now resurfacing. In addition, 
there is the worry that economic 
problems could cause serious un- 
rest in the region. 

, The 34-nation Conference on 
Security and ‘ Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE) has gained new 
strength since the end of the cold 
war. but NATO diplomats say 
many Eastern European nations 
do not think it is strong enough to 
give them real security. 

“CSCE works by consensus 
and that means than any one 
country can block any attempt to 
deal with problems,” said one 
diplomat. 


Battle for Kuwait 
could rival some 
of Beirut’s worst 


By Claude Salhanl 

Reuter 

AMMAN — A battle to drive 
Iraqi soldiers from Kuwait City 
could bring about fierce house-to- 
house fighting rivalling some of 
the worst conflicts in the 
Lebanese capital Beirut. 

Officials of the Kuwaiti toppled 
government say Iraqi forces are 
turning Kuwait’s apartment 
blocks into formidable hunkeis 
reinforced with, concrete :„as de- 
fensive positions against an allied 
onslaught. 

The battle for Kuwait could 
turn out to be longer and more 
costly that military planners in 
tiie U.S.-led anti-Iraq coalition 
hope. 

Beirut and Kuwait City have 
many similarities. Both dries 
boast new high-rise apartments, 
strongly built to withstand the 
harsh sun and ' salt air blowing off 
the sea. 

Kuwait’s luxurious apartments 
could offer excellent defensive 
positions against hp*!) arms fire 
and even light artillery. 

Fifteen years of dvil war in 
Beirut have shown how much 
punishment a modem building 
can withstand unless massive 
bombardment is used against it. 

The question is. WiE the allies 
use heavy weaponry that could 
loll Kuwaiti civilians and devas- 
tate the city in driving out the 
Iraqis? 

During the 1982 Israeli inva- 
sion of Lebanon, the Israeli army, 
had to call in n um er o us air 


strikes, often levelling entire 
buddings, killing civilians and 
combatants alike;. 

The Israelis, tike the United 
States and its alliics, faced politic- 
al constraints at home that meant 
keeping losses too a minimum. 

During the civil war, street 
fighting in Beirut often ended in 
stalemate, with militias fighting 
for months over a street, a budd- 
ing or even a single floor. 

•••Weapons-- i:’he- affiance can 
throw at the Iraqis are more 
‘sophisticated than those used by 
Lebanon’s wijjring militias, but 
can these weapons be used with- 
out endangering civilians caught 
in the crossfire? 

To use idle U.S. military 
euphemism for civilian casualties: 
How much “collateral dama ge" 
can be sustained? 

Even in Lebanon, the various 
nrilitias ami armies used tanks, 
mortars and field artillery on 
Beirut. 

Casualties among the civilian 
population were often greater 
than those suffered by com- 
batants. 

U.S. military planners believe 
one option is to besiege Kuwait 
CSty to force an Iraqi surrender. 
Israel’s 1 siege of Beirut in August 
1982 w/is in all practical terms a 
medieval one, yet supplies still 
fdteredi through. 

“Sieges have a very limited 
effect' and have never ready 
worked. Tbe allies wonld have an 
enormous problem,” said a West- 
ern lroditary expert in the area. 


Aziz 


(Con tinned from page 1) 

Secretary of State James Baker. 

President George Bosh, vaca- 
tioning in Kennebunkport. 
Maine, told reporters: “We are 
determined to finish this job and 
do it right." 

Mr. Bush said he did not know 
what would come of the talks, but 
he said Mr. Gorbachev was 
“trying very hard to seek an end 
to this conflict” 

“He knows very well that the 
objectives spelled out by the Un- 
ited Nations... must be met in 
their entirety,” Mr. Bush said. 

Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney said the only thing that 
could slow the allied military 
campaign was the start of an Iraqi 
pullout from Kuwait. 

“The only tiring we can really 
believe is action,” Mr. Cheney 
said on ABCs “This Week with 
David Brinkley,” “We have to 
"see him withdraw from Kuwait." 

“We have a certain tempo to 
our military operations now and 
... we’re not going to break that 
tempo unless it is dear that be is 
complying with the (U.N.) Secur- 
ity Council directive,” said Mr. 
Bush’s National Security Adviser 
Brent Scowcroft. 

Mr. Baker, interviewed on 
CNN’s “Newsmaker Sunday,” 
said the Soviets were welcome to 
seek a diplomatic solution, but he 
expressed no optimism they 
would succeed. 

“There is nothing to be lost by 
talking... and if that will result in 
the withdrawal of Iraq from 
Kuwait, more power to whoever 
is doing the talking,” Mr. Baker 
said. "... It remains to be seen, of 
course, whether anything can 
come of this session." 

Mr. Baker added that even if 
an Iraqi withdrawal dad follow the 
talks. “It’s just not going to be 
because someone has been talk- 
ing to the Iraqis. It’s going to be 
because the coalition forces are 
doing what we have said for some 
time we would do” to force them 
out of Kuwait. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 


Esmat Abdul Megtrid Sunday 
criticised Iraq’s offer but another 
official said it contained positive 
elements. 

.“(The Iraqi points) are in fact 
conditions for withdrawal which 
contradict U.N. Resolution 660,” 
said Abdul Meguid. 

“The issue is simple. Will Iraq 
accept an unconditional with- 
drawal on the basis of U.N. re- 
solutions?... We haven’t heard 
Iraq's answer yet,” he told repor- 
ters. 

But top presidential adviser 
Osama A1 Baz was quoted as 
saying the Iraqi offer had positive 
elements. He also reaffirmed 
Egypt's support for the Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO). 

“The initiative has new condi- 
tions more complicated than 
those before it,” Mr. Baz said in 
remarks carried Sunday by the 
Middle East News Agency. 

“Despite that, it has someposi- 
tive ' elements, like Iraq’s readi- 
ness to deal with the Security 
Council resolution and the men- 
tion for the first time of with- 
drawal,” Dr. Baz said. 

“It also did not refer to Kuwait 
as its 19th province.” 

Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Sahabzada Yaqub Khan was due 
in Tehran Sunday for peace talks. 

His government is under press- 
ure from opposition parties as 
well as some partners in the 
ruling Islamic Democratic 
Alliance to recall some 11,000 
troops from the Saudi-based 
allied forces. 

Tehran is sending a senior de- 
legation to Iraq soon with a reply 
to a message Mr. Rafsanjani re- 
ceived from President Saddam a 
week ago in response to an Ira- 
nian peace initiative. 

Bombs 

(Continued from page 1) 

Jan. 17, with no air raids late 
Saturday or early Sunday. 

But a military communique re- 
ported attacks on residential 
areas elsewhere, as well as 110 
raids on Iraqi military targets in 
the southern war zone. It said 


four enemy warplanes were shot 
down, but did not give their 
nationality. 

Baghdad was buffeted by 
heavy rain and a sand storm, 
impairing visibility to such an 
extent that air raids may have 
been postponed. 

Soldiers on leave arriving in the 
capital from the war zone re- 
ported allied air strikes on the 
highway linking Kuwait City with 
the southern Iraqi port city of 
Basra. 

IRNA reported intensive allied 
bombings raids early Sunday on 
Basra and other southern Iraqi 
cities. It said the explosions 
shook windowpanes in Khorram- 
shahr in southwestern Iran, 40 
kilometres east of Basra. 

A U.S. spokesman said the 
allied air forces had flown 2,600 
missions in the last 24 hours, 
bringing to 78,000 the total of 
sorties flown since the war began 
on Jan. 17. 

No allied or Iraqi aircraft had 
been shot down in the last day. 

The Gulf allies had flown 150 
missions to attack Iraqi Scud mis- 
sile launcher sites, he said. 

The Defence Department 
announced the deaths of three 
U.S. soldiers in the Gulf from 
medical reasons or accidents, 
bringing the total of war-related 
deaths to 48. 

It said Sergeant Lawrence 
Welch, 41, died of heart failure 
and Sergeant Jeffrey Rollins, 23, 
and first sergeant Henry Sanders, 
42, were killed in separate vehicle 
accidents. 

Since the Gulf war began on 
Jan. 17, 12 U.S. soldiers were 
killed in action and 36 died in 
non-combat situations. 

Oil slick 

(Continued from page 1) 

blocking the oil like a natural 
boom but authorities say wind 
and currents will eventually bring 
the slick around, taking it farther 
down the Arabian Peninsula. 

The 200 million gallon per day 
d esalin ation plant at Jubail sup- 
plies the Saudi capital with three- 
quarters of its drinking water. 
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Edberg takes no. 
semifinal defeat 


1 spot despite 
in Brussels 


BRUSSELS (R) — Boris Becker 
ceded his world number one spot 
to Stefan Edberg Saturday after 
retiring hurt in the semifinals of 
the Belgian Indoor Tennis 
Tournament. 

But Edberg, the second seed, 
had little cause to celebrate. He 
was upset by fourth-seeded 
Frenchman Guy Forget 3-6. 6-0, 
6*3 in the other semifinal. 

“Edberg will be the new num- 
ber one Monday," said Richard 
Evans, ATP’s director of com- 
munications. 

The new rankings will show 
Edberg 17 points ahead of Becker, 
N' o led th Swede by 133 points 
Owfore the Brussels tournament. 

Becker, facing world number 
25 Andrei Cherkasov of the 


Soviet Union, played his best 
tennis of the week as he took the 
first set 6-2. 

But after losing his service in 
the second game of the second 
set, things began to go wrong. 

After losing the next game. 

Becker examined his right thigh 

during the changeover. His play 
became increasingly ragged and 
he checked his thigh again at the 
next break. 

The German, normally one of 
the fastest movers on the court, 
repeatedly struggled to reach 
Cherkasov's groundstrokes or 
simply did not react at all when 
the 20-year-old Soviet aimed for 
the sidelines. 

Becker surrendered the set to 
Cherkasov by hitting a low volley 


into the net and retired early in 
the final set after twice struggling 
to hold serve. Cherkasov won 
2-6. 6-3, 2-2. 

“I already said I knew before 
the tournament there was a good 
chance that after this week 1 

would be number two," Becker 

said. 

“I hope my leg is not too badly 
hurt. My leg concerns me the 
most.” 

Becker laid the blame for his 
leg problem on tbe ATP Tour. 

“T think that’s the fault we have 
with this new tour. You have to 
play almost every week,” he said. 
“I have to play IS or 19 tourna- 
ments in order to stay on top and 
that is too much." 

Edberg also saw his game go 


downhill after winning the first 
set 6-4 against Forget. 

Forget fine-tuned his powerful 
service and broke Edberg three 
times in a row to take the second 
set 6-0. 

The Frenchman, who possesses 
’ the fastest service of the w hole 
field here, kept the momentum 
j TQing and inflicted a decisive 
r nental blow to Edberg when he 
b roke the swede in the second 
g.ame of the final set. 

Forget, number 11 > n 
world, broke again in the eighth 
game and converted his second 
itch point with a volley past a 

hel pless Edberg. 

“He will be an interesting guy 
to follow in the next months," 
Edtwrg said of the Frenchman. 


Lendl faces Sampras in Philadelphia! final 


PHILADELPHIA <AP) — Top- 
seeded Ivan Lendl rallied from 
0-3 in the final set to halt Brad 
Gilbert's upset bid at 6-4, 3-6, 6-4 
in the semifinals of the Sl-million 
U.S. Pro Indoor Tennis Cham- 
pionships. 

Lendl will play for the title 
against defending champion and 
no. 2 seed Pete Sampras, who 
served 10 aoes to oust fourth- 
seeded John McEnroe 6-2, 6-4. 

The Lendl-Gilbert match en- 
ded on the second match point 
when Gilbert drove a volley out 
of court. 

Lendl, who has never lost to 
Gilbert in 15 meetings, lost the 
first match point by missing a shot 
on tbe left sideline by inches. 

Lendl broke through Gilbert's 
service in the fourth and eighth 
games of the third set to tie it at 
4-4 after losing his first two ser- 
vice games. 

He went ahead 5-4 when Gil- 
bert hit a backhand out of court 
and broke Gilbert's service a 
third time in the 16-point final 
game, which went to deuce six • 
times amid wrangling over line 
calls. 

Lendl broke Gilbert's: service 
in the fifth gameof the first set by 
forcing Gilbert to net a shot. 
From there, games followed ser- 


vice with Lendl winning with a 
love game that included two aces, 
the second for tbe final point. 

The second set was battled 
evenly to 3-2. Gilbert served an 
ace to win the seventh game at 
love. From deuce in the next 
game, Gilbert scored two place- 
ment shots down the line to break 
through Lendl's service and take 
a 5-3 lead. 

Gilbert then served out the set 
from 15-15 in the ninth game to 
even the match, forcing Lendl to 
overdrive on the final two points. 

Powerful, lengthy volleys from 
deep court were punctuated by 
psychological warfare. Gilbert 
mopped his brow with towels 
while Lendl filmed at delays of 
play. Each player slammed rack- 
ets to the blue carpet at moments 
of frustration, drawing warnings for 
racket abuse from umpire Steve 
Ullrich. 

Lendl, a two-time Philadelphia 
finalist and the 1986 champion in - 
a walkover by Tim Mayotte, had 
not dropped a set this tournament 
going into the semifinal. 

Sampras, tbe U.S. Open cham- 
pion and no. 2 seed, defeated 
McEnroe with sharp serves and 
strong drives from backcourt, 
often passing McEnroe and keep- 
ing him off-balance- 


McEnroe made good on less 
than half his first serves, and 18 of 
his 30 second serves were won by 
Sampras. Sampras was good on 
56 per cent of his first serves and 
won 13 of his 25 second serves. 

“He's a great server,” said 
McEnroe, who lost to Sampras 
for the third time in three meet- 
ings. “I didn't hit my first serve as 
well as I could have, but he hit his 
well, and it just sets that tone.” 
He said be was unhappy about 
playing an early afternoon match 
after playing night matches all 
week, but even with more prepa- 
ration would have had trouble 
again Sampras. 

“He’s a great player,” McEn- 
roe said. “He's going to be even a 
better player. He’s got the poten- 
tial to be the no. 1 player in the 
world. He’s got all the tools.” 
Sampras said he was happy 
with his serves early in the match. 
“Then in tbe beginning and mid- 
dle of the second set, I started 
missing my first serves,” he said. 
“I think if I'm going to win 
tomorrow, I have to be a little 
more consistent." 

Sampras broke McEnroe's ser- 
vice twice in the first set. McEn- 
roe double-faulted twice in a row 
to lose the third game and was 
forced into two errors in losing 


the seventh game. 

Sampras served two aces in the 
eighth game, reaching set point 
on the second ace at 10-15 after 
double -faul ting. He lost the first 
set poimt with a cross-court drive 
that wttnt oot. McEnroe 'netted 
his nex t service return. 

In the; second set, service held 
to 3-3. then Sampras took a 40-0 
lead in . the seventh game and 
broke McEnroe’s service from 
40-30 with a passing shot down 
the line. 

McEnroe fended off a match 1 
point in the ninth game with a 
backhand shot that trickled over 
the net cc>rd. 

It was sinnounced before the 
match that Saturday was McE- 
nroe's 32n d birthday, and he 
drew laughter from the crowd 
when he protested a service fault 
at 40-30 in , the ninth game. 

“Come on. it’s my birthday,” 
be pleaded. ‘‘Give me one ... 
break.” 

Sampras iron the point any- 
way. but w.as forced into two 
errors from Hire third deuce, re- 
ducing his Je.ad to 5-4. 

Sampras won on service in the 
10th game, re-.aching match point 
with a backha nd cross-court pas- 
sing shot and finishing with his 
second ace of the game. 


Garrison, Navratilova 
reach final of Chicago 

. >. A* O 


Swedes not enthusiastic 
about Borg’s comeback 


CHICAGO (Agencies) — Marti- 
na Navratilova and Zina Garrison 
both scored easy, straight-set 
wins to set up a meeting in the 
final of the $350,000 Virginia 
Slims of Chicago Women’s Ten- 
nis Tournament. 

Tbe top-seeded Navratilova 
advanced with a 6-3, 6-2 victory 
over Helena Sukova of Czechos- 
lovakia, while Garrison beat 
Canad i an Helen Kelesi 6-1, 6-2 to 
reach the final. 

Navratilova, ranked third in 
the world, will be seeking her 
11th Chicago tournament title 
and a $70,000 first prize against 
fellow- American Garrison, who 
won here in 1989. Garrison has 
beaten Navratilova just once in 
30 tries. 

Tbe fifth-seeded Garrison put 
immediate pressure on the un- 
seeded Kelesi, who earlier ousted 
third seed Jana Novotna of 
Czechoslovakia and seventh- 
seeded American Amy Frazier. 

Kelesi held serve only once in 
the match. 

“I put pressure on her early so 
she couldn't get in her groove,” 
said Garrison. “She got a little 
more depressed and started to 
give me a lot more easy balls. She 
depends on her emotion to 
psyche herself up.” 


Navratilova neutralised Soko- 
va’s pace by varying her returns 
against the sixth-seeded Czechos- 
lovak. 

“She was going at me with 
pace, I was going after her with 
spin, hitting kicks and slices," 
said Navratilova. “She usually 
picks my serves well bat I mixed 
it up better today and kept her off 
balance.** 

Navratilova lost just nine 
points off serve in the 52-minute 
match. 

Despite her disappointing re- 
cord against Navratilova. Garri- 
son promised a spirited match. 

“I am going to hit out on the 
ball,” Garrison said. “I am a 
fighter and I am not afraid of 
her.” 

“I didn't think about my serve 
much,” Navratilova said. “My 
serve percentage has been high 
all week, bnt I’ve never been a 
high-percentage server-. That 
hasn't been my style. I go for my 
volley for the big point. The serve 
sets it up and the volley puts it 
away.” 

Sukova said she knew ff her 
first serve was not good, Navrati- 
lova would blast tier second. 

“If r didn't bit an ace, she 
would ace me on a return.” Suko- 
va said. 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — 
Stefan Edberg and Mats Wilan- 
der are less than enthusiastic ab- 
out the attempted comeback of 
fellow Swede and former tennis 
great Bjorn Borg. 

“It is sad in a way. I don’t see 
any need for it,” said Edberg 
dining the Donnay Indoor Cham- 
pionship this past week. 

“There is a much greater 
chance that he would fail rather 
than succeed.” 

The 26-year-old Wilander is 
attempting his own comeback this 
year after a bad year, bnt his 
finding the going tough. He said 
it would be even harder for BoTg. 
who will turn 35 in June. 


"Getting info the top 100 
would be a real .achievement (for 
;Borg,’\ said Vl/ilander. 

Borg, who worn 11 Grand Slam 
titles between 19*74 and 1981, has 
expressed interred in making a 
comeback a decade after his last 
French Open title. 

Wilander and Edberg bave 
both gained the no. 1 ranking 
since Borg’s heyday. Edberg took 
the top ranking again during the 
Donnay tournamen t in Brussels. 

Borg has been training exten- 
sively over the last few months 
and is expected to secik some wild 
card entries for E European day 
court tournaments tfaiis spring. 


Gazza’ scores twice to get Spurs out of trouble 


LONDON (R) Tottenham's ability, and that of one or two 
irrepressible international mid- others, was a telling factor today. 


fielder Paul Gascoigne showed 
why he is such an asset to the 
troubled English soccer dub. 

He scored two goals for the 
second time in successive F.A. 
Cup ties and earned the hard-up 
London side a lucrative quarter- 
final berth. 

The 23-year-old England play- 
er struck the winning goal six 
minutes from the time as Tot- 
tenham beat Portsmouth 2-1 after 
they had trailed the second divi- 
sion stragglers for 20 minutes. 

Three weeks ago he scored 
twice and set up two more goals 
in Spurs* 4-2 win over Oxford in 
the fourth round. 

He is Tottenham’s leading 
goalscorer with 17 this season, 
joint third highest among first 
division marksmen, and has three 
more than England striker and 
team mate Gary Lineker. Last 
season he scored only six. 

Manager Terry Venables said: 
"Gascoigne scored two excep- 
tional goals,” adding with under- 
statement: “I thought he had a 
good game.” 

Portsmouth manager Frank 
Burrows was full of praise for the 
player known to the nation’s soc- 
cer fans simply as “Gazza”. 

“He is a super player. His 


That’s why people pay loads of 
money for them.” 

Italian club Juventus were re- 
portedly prepared to pay £7 mil- 
lion (S13.7 million) for Gascoigne 
on the strength of his perform- 
ances at last year's World Cup 
finals. 

Tottenham may yet bave to 
part with him and Lineker to pay 
off their crippling debts of more 
than £12 million ($23.6 million). 

But the dub, who have not 
won a trophy since their two F.A. 
Cup triumphs in 1982 and 1983, 
are desperate to keep their two 
prize assets. 

They are equally desperate for 
the glamour and money a Wemb- 
ley Cup Final would bring after 
having slipped to sixth in the 
league and been knocked out of 
the League Cup in tbe quarter- 
finals. 

Their success Saturday was 
offset by crowd trouble and de- 
fender Terri Fenwick breaking 
bis ankle during the warm-up. 

Fenwick, just back in tbe side 
after a year’s absence with a 
broken leg, landed awkwardly 
whOe jumping. 

About 100 rival fans spilled 
over on to the pitch and ex- 
changed blows after Gascoigne 


Johnson wins close race 
at Canadian indoor athletics 


SASKATOON, Saskatchewan 
(R) — Ben Johnson leaned across 
the finish line to register a narrow 
victory in the 60 metres at the 
Canadian Indoor Athletics 
Championships. 

Johnson accelerated steadily 
down the track to dock a time of 
6.65 seconds, short of the Cana- 
dian record of 6.61 and nowhere 
near the world record of 6.48 
turned in by American Leroy 
Barrel Wednesday in Madrid. 

Johnson was stride for stride 
with Brany Surin and Atlee 
Mahorn all the way to the finish 
line before leaning to victoty. 
Surin, who set the Canadian 
mark in 1989, was second with a 
time of 6.66 seconds. Mahorn was 
third in 6.67. 

Three false starts had the 3,500 
spectators holding their breath 
waiting for the starter’s gun, but 
they cheered wildly for Johnson 


as the burly sprinter hurtled down 
the track. • 

The victory was the second 
photo-finish Johnson has won 
since his return to competition 
last month after a two-year sus- 
pension for using performance- 
enhancing steroids. 

Johnson took a disputed vic- 
tory last week in Japan where 
officials took 30 minutes to de- 
clare him the winner over Cuban 
Andres Simon in a 60 metres 
race. 

Saskatoon was the fifth stop on 
Johnson's comeback trail. The 
29-year-old Johnson lost his first 
two races but has claimed victory 
in his last three. 

After the race, Johnson said 
the false starts — two of which 
were charged to Surin and 
Mahorn — kept him from getting 
off tbe blocks quickly. 


Mogren, Svan give Sweden 
double win in 50k ski race 


VAL DI FtEMME, Italy ( AP) — 
Toigny Mogren, after winning a 
bronze and a silver in his last two 
races here, finally struck gold as 
he beat fellow Swede Gunde 
Svan by 17.2 seconds in Sunday's 
50k freestyle race at the World 
Nordic Ski Championships. 

Mogren covered cross-country 
skiing blue ribbon event beld on 
a tough course with a total climb 
of 1,725 metres in 2 hours, 03 
minutes and 31.6 seconds. 

It was the fastest time ever 
recorded in the 50k. bnt the 
cross-country courses are all 
different and there are no official 
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FORCED INTO SUBMISSION 


North -5ouih vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 

* J 4 2 
7 10 8 7 
'/ K9 

* A Q 10 6 4 

WEST EAST 

♦ A 9 8 7 * 3 

9K9642 7 AQ3 

v 7 5 0 J 10 8 4 Z 

* 73 * 9 8 5 2 

SOUTH 

* K Q IQ 6 5 
'/ J 5 

C A Q 6 3 
+ K J 


The bidding: 
Somb West 

North 

East 

I * 

Pass 

2 * 

Pass 

'2 V 

Pass 

2 * 

Pass 

4 * 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Four of 9 
The enormous power of the 
Lrnmp suit is the key to the play and 
defense of many hands. When you 
have trump length, or trump short- 
ness and the bidding suggests that 
partner might have trump length, it 
is usually right to lead your longest 
suit in an attempt to make declarer 
lose control of the hand by making 
him ruff to shorten his trumps. 
Here’s an example. 


North was a little too strong for a 
simple raise, but not quite good 
enough in either values or trump 
length for a jump raise to three 
spades. After compromising with a 
two-dub response at his first turn. 
North took a preference to spades 
next. South had more than enough 
to go on to game. 

All too many players, looking at 
the trump length in the West hand, 
would lead one of their doubletons 
in the minor suits, looking for a 
niff. Declarer would win, force out 
the ace of spades and (he defenders 
would have to take their two heart 
tricks right away to hold declarer to 
10 tricks. 

Look what a difference an initial 
heart lead makes. The defenders 
lake their two tricks in the suit and 
then continue with a third round. 

Declarer must ruff, and is down to 
the same trump length as West. If 
declarer doesn’t draw tramps. West 
can manipulate h» holding to assure 
two more tricks for the defenders, 
which defeats the contract. !f de- 
clarer lads tramps, all West has to 
do is hold up the ace until the third 
round. Then another heart forces 
declarer to ruff with his last trump 
and West’s nine of trumps controls 
the game. Down two- 



records. 

Maarilio de Zolt of Italy, the 
1987 world champion, was third, 
30.1 seconds behind. At 40, De 
Zolt became the oldest medalist 
.in World Championship history. 

Bjorn Dahlie of Norway, win- 
ner of the 15k freestyle and the 
anchor on Norway’s winning 40k 
relay team, was fourth, 1:20.4 
behind. He led the race until near 
the halfway point, then dropped 
bade. 

Norway topped the final stand- 
ings with 5 gold, 3 silver and 2 
bronze medals. 
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Paul Gascoigne 

scored his second goal and the 
match was delayed two minutes 
until police reinforcements res- 
tored order. 

Arsenal's England defender 
Lee Dixon turned from villain to 
hero when he scored their win- 
ning goal in a 2-1 victory over 
Leeds in the marathon fourth 
round tie. 

Dixon, who missed a penalty in 
Wednesday's second replay, 
scored Arsenal's second goal in 
tbe 43rd minute to set up a fifth 

round tie at third division Shrews- 
bury. 


Manager George 

“That performance was more like 
us of old. We got m there and 

competed among a minefield ot 
tackles in midfield. It was a real 
battle of the giants. 

Another goal-scoring hero was 
transfer-listed Gary Lund who 
stepped out of the shadows with a 
last minute winner for second 
division Notts County against 
Manchester City. 

Lund, only in foe side because 

first choice David Regis was cup 
tied, earned County a quarter- 
final place for the time since 

1984. 

They were joined in the last 
eight by second division leaders 
West Ham and Cambridge of the 
third division, wbo thrashed 
League Cup semifinaiists Shef- 
field Wednesday 4-0. 

Substitute Jimmy Quinn 
scored a 77th minute winner to 
steer West Ham into the last eight 
against Crewe less than four mi- 
nutes after coming on. 

Dion Dublin scored twice for 
Cambridge, who set a dub record 
of 15 matches without defeat with 
their ninth successive victory. 

Manchester United visit Nor- 
wich Monday, while on the same 
night Nottingham Forest play 
Newcastle in a fourth round re- 
play. 


Horoscope not received 



“I let Stanley leave the house 
without me — but 1 keep him 
on a leash!" 


iwi 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD OAME 
oimIw Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


IwH 


mi Him mm ec 



Now arrange Uw circled letters to 
Torm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer to! 


(Answers Monday) 

Yesterday's I BILGE ASSAY IMPAIR POUTE 

I Answer vvhat are the chances of most ol them getting 
slim? — SLIM 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Drop heavily 
5 An Olympian 
9 Domino 

13 Pro — 

14 Rattan worker 
■15 Vocalist’s 


34 Lennon’s 
widow 

35 Writer Gather 

37 — de vivre 

38 Like a 
Jawbreaker 

42 Enticement 

43 Character 

44 Use a bookie 

45 Tolled 

48 Vocalist's 
offering 

49 Lengths; abbr. 

50 Double curve 
52 Place of rest 
54 Squash 

62 Tel — 

63 Delayer’s word 
84 Male animal ' 

65 Occupation 

66 Mature 

67 Church 
publication 

68 Fraternal 
order 

69 Writes 

70 Colors 

DOWN 

1 Straitlaced 

2 Pasternak girl 

3 Of hearing 

4 Turk. VIP 

5 Hold 

6 Sufficient long 
ago 

7 Send 

6 Appears 


I anna 

naiH 

m au3 

!SS!"1 

auaaal 


inaaa aui 55E 


•snssKas—- 

Yesterda 

9 Indian of 
Importance 

10 Bedouin 

11 Window 
pari 

12 Cabbage 
14 include 

20 Cut — (halve) 

21 Unden or 
Holbrook 

24 Persons 

25 Declare Invalid 
28 Coconut meat 
28 Piece of 


land 
29 Turns 

31 Hotel area 

32 Lubricated 

33 Comes Into 
contact with 

3f> — mundi 

39 Moves a 
Certain way 

40 Agreement 

41 Rye fungus 
48 Self 

47 Wattle 


(■■■aaa 


'« Puzzle Solved- 


M 

anna Huua qRHS 
□□aaa B nBaH a n3P 

HQHafpMgK 

OHaa Bag 

L^aauij nijgg HI IN 


51 Escape by 
deceit 

53 Small drum 

54 Ellhu — 

® wicked 
Connection 
57 Vlngt — 


58 Gets me 
solid 

59 Wet blai 

60 Alan or 
Cheryl 

61 Desire 
Person If] 
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Bulgaria seeks foreign 
capital for new airport 


■ s’ 




1 v-.. 


SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria is seeking 
foreign capita] to build a new 
international airport as part of 
plans to overhaul its transport 
and communications sectors. 
Transport Minister Veselin Pav- 
lov has said. 

Pavlov said that Bulgaria, 
emerging from four decades of 
communist central planning, 
wants to improve air, road and 
rail Jinks and lay optical fibre 
communications systems. 

All these major projects would 
be carried out without burdening 
the state budget, he said. 

Bulgaria believes the new air- 
port, to be built on the site of the 
existing one, has great potential 
because the country's geographic- 
al position makes it a natural 
gateway for the Middle East, 
Asia and Africa. 

“We are planning this airport 
completely with foreign capital. 
We envisage selling the rights to 
operate the airport to the com- 
pany which will build h and, after 


the company has repaid its invest- 
ment and a certain profit, it will 
turn it over to this country,” 
Pavlov said in an interview. 

Bulgaria has received around 
80 proposals from different com- 
panies proposing investments 
ranging between S350 million and 
S800 million. Officials said about 
six of these proposals were being 
treated seriously. 

The government hopes to issue 
the terms for a competition soon, 
and receive final bids in four 
months, allowing the government 
to announce the winner by the 
end of June. 

Another major construction 
project is a highway from Kaloti- 
na on the Yugosalv border to 
Svilengrad on the Turkish bor- 
der. 

“We shall proceed in the same 
way as with the airport. The 
highway will be operated by the 
company that builds it,” Pavlov 
said. 




Sri Lanka seeks 
$500m IMF loan 




COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lanka is 
seeking a loan of up to $500 
million from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) this year 
to help offset a shortfall of fore- 
ign exchange caused by the Gulf 
war, a senior government eco- 
nomist has said 

“We are losing between $100 
and $150 million a year by way of 
falling remittances from expatri- 
ate workers," the economist, who 
declined to be named, said in an 
interview. 

More than 70,000 Sri Lankan 
workers have returned from 
Kuwait since Iraq invaded oil-rich 
Kuwait last August. A further 
400.000 Sri Lankans are still in 
the Middle East. 

Colombo has already drawn 
the entire $180 million it was 
allocated under an IMF structural 
adjustment facility from October 
1989 to October 1991, the eco- 
nomist said. 

But under an enhanced structu- 
ral adjustment facility a'' max- 
imum of $500 million can be 
obtained, disbursed over t hree 


officials would regularly monitor 
the progress of Sri Lanka’s eco- 
nomy. But we need the loan," the 
economist said. 

Under the structural adjust- 
ment facility, the IMF monitored 
the loan and requested reports 
from Colombo every three to six 
months. 

Under the enhanced facility, 
reports arc more regular — some- 
times every two weeks or once a 
month — and targets suggested 
by the IMF must be achieved. 

Most economic reforms prop- 
osed for Sri Lanka by the IMF 
since 1989 are already being im- 
plemented, including budget 
cuts, reduced government spend- 
ing and privatisation of loss- 
making state-run firms. 

The Gulf war would likely be a 
medium-term problem and not a 
temporary one as earlier ex- 
pected, he said. 

“We should prepare ourselves 
for this,” he noted. 

‘Sri Lanka is trying to contain 
economic fall-out from the Gulf 
war while battling a Tamil separ- 
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t Qantas suspends Seoul flights 

SYDNEY (R) — Australia’s state-owned international carrier 
Qantas had indefinitely deferred plans for a weekly flight to South 
Korea because of the Gulf war. The direct Sydeny-to-Seoul service, 
which had been due to start in April, was .being reviewed due to “the 
impact of the Gulf war and the uncertain world aviation economic 
climate," the airline said . Qantas said it would discuss flights to Seoul 
through the Southern Japanese city of Fukuoka with authorities in 
Tokyo. This would not clash with the agreement with South Korea, 
but needed approval from Japan, which had so far been reluctant to 
agree, it said. Korean Airlines already operates services to Australia, 
and Qantas has reciprocal rights for the Sydney-Seoul route. 
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AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Sunday, February 17. 1991 
Central Bank official rates 


U.s. dollar 

Pound Sterling 
Deutschemark 
Swiss franc 


B-y 

664.0 


SeU 

668.0 


1306.3 1314.1 
449.1 451.8 
523.0 526.1 


French franc 131.9 

Japanese yen (for 100) 508.9 

Dutch guilder 398.7 

Swedish crown 120-3 

Italian lira (for 100) 59.8 

Bel gia n franc (for 10) 238.5 


132.7 

512.0 

401.1 
121.0 

60.2 

219.8 


Soviet price reform to include 
lower taxes and higher wages 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Union will compensate citizens 
for a planned increase in retail 
prices by raising salaries and be- 
nefits and cutting taxes on busi- 
ness. a senior government official 
has said. 

Vladimir Shcherbakov, chair- 
man of the State Committee on 
Labour, told the Communist Par- 
ty daily Pravda that taxes on 
enterprises' profits would be cut 
from 45 per cent to 35 per cent. 

Workers’ wages will rise by an 
average of 60 roubles (about $35 
at the commercial rate) per 
month, Shcherbakov said. The 
average Soviet salary is now 250 
roubles ($150) a month. 


News that the central govern- 
ment planned to institute steep 
increases in retail prices was re- 
ported last week in the daily 
newspaper Izvestia. 

Prices in the heavily subsidised 
food sector have been kept artifi- 
cially low for decades, leading to 
extreme wastage. 

M 

Izvestia said the changes would 
include a tripling of bread and 
meat prices and increases of 130 
per cent for milk and fish, 135 per 
cent for sugar, 240 per cent for 
salt' and 100 per cent for tea, 
butter, cooking oil and cigarettes. 

There has been no official con- 


firmation of the prices or how anil 
when they would be imposed. 

But the chairman of the State 
Committee on Prices told Pravda 
Friday the central government 
would implement the price 
changes in cooperation with the 
Federation Council — a top ex- 
ecutive body including President 
Mikhail Gorbachev and the beads 
of the 15 constituent republics. 

Vyacheslav Senchagov said 
central government would set 
ceilings for prices on meat, milk, 
eggs, vegetable oil, sugar, bread, 
shoes, linen, underwear and most 
children’s items. Republics would 
have a right to set prices below 
the ceilings. 


U.S. business sales 
register steep decline 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
business sales plunged 2.3 per 
cent in December, the steepest in 
four years, the government said 
in a report analysts said showed 
the American economy in a signi- 
ficant decline. 

The Commerce Department 
reported that business sales 
slowed to a seasonally adjusted 
$530.9 billion, even worse than 
the 1.5 per cent decline in 
November and the biggest drop 
since they fell 3.1 per cent in 
January 1987. 

The report on overall sales 
came a day after the department 
said sales on the retail level con- 
tinued to fall in January. The 0.9 
per cent decline followed a 1.5 
per cent drop in December for 
the first back-to-back decreases 
in seven months. 

Retail sales, which were fiat in 
November, haven't risen since a 
barely perceptible 0.9 per cent 
advance in October. 

However, the report also had a 
touch of good news. It said busi- 
ness inventories in December 
dropped 0.7 per cent, to a sea- 
sonally adjusted $810.7 billion 
after advancing 0.2 per cent in 
November and 0.1 per cent in 
October. 

In past recessions, big pileups 


under control. 

“Instead of waiting until later 
in the recession to cut back on 
inventories, companies dearly 
are cutting back early.” said 
Bruce Steinberg, an economist 
with Merrill Lynch Capital Mar- 
kets in New York. “To some 
extent, that will moderate the 
decline." 

But at the same time, Steinberg 
said, “the consumer sector is 
retrenching at this point about as 
much as had happened in the 
early '80s and ’70s" when the two 
deepest postwar recessions occur- 
red. 

“Inventories are going to con- 
tribute to a lesser extent to the 
overall economic decline, but 
consumer cutbacks ... are more 
severe than they usually are and 
therefore the overall economy is 
declining significantly," he said. 

In addition to the 1.5 per cent* 
decline in retail purchases, manu- 
facturing sales plunged 3.1 per 
cent after a 2.5 per cent drop in 
November. Sales on the 
wholesale level were off 1.2 per 
cent after falling 1.5 per cent the 
previous month. 

Retail inventories, on the other 
hand, declined 0.8 per cent in 
December and 0.2 per cent in 
November. They were off a simi- 
lar 0.8.per cent bn the manufac- 


of goods on shelves an back lots turing level and 0.3 per cep t.. on 
caused growing . production cui^g tfo? 'wholesale level', . 'J / 
back and job layoffs as businesses Manufacturing inventories had 


struggled to sell off their back- 
logs. 

The activity pushed the ratio of 
inveutories-to-sales to 1.53 from 
1.5 in November. The ratio 
means it would take 1.53 months 
to exhaust the backlog at the 
December sales pace. It stood at 
1.5 in November and Z.18 in 
October. 

The ratio jumped to 1.71 dur- 
ing the 1981-82 recession and to 
1.75 in the 1971-75 downturn, 
and analysts noted that 
businesses are using new techni- 
ques to keep backlogs lean and 


risen 0.2 per cent in November, 
while wholesale backlogs grew 
0.7 per cent. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. merchan- 
dise trade deficit fell in 1990 to its 
lowest level in seven years, the 
government has said. Analysts 
said the report showed the only 
strong element of an economy in 
recession. 

The Commerce Department 
said exports rose 8.3 per cent last 
year to a record $391 billion, 
nearly twice the 1.6 per cent gain 
in imports, which totaled $195 
billion, also a record. 


FOR SALE 

Office furniture, electric typewriters in Arabic and English, 
desks, swivel chain, photocopier, telex machine, filing 
cabinets, drawertype, and upright. All equipment in first 
class condition. 

For appointment please contact 642741 dally be- 
tween 0900-1300 and 1600-1800 hrs. 
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LAMBADA 


Performances: izjo, 3 JO. 6: is. 8:30. 
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ROBOCOB 


Adal Imam — Neill 

SHAME, LUBU 

Show: 12:15, 13:15, 7:15, 9:15 p.m. 


Stem: 5*00 p-m. 



War jitters 
hit Japan’s 
foreign travel 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese tour- 
ists, who travelled abroad in re- 
cord numbers last year, are can- 
celling trips to Europe and the 
United States out of fear of the 
Gulf wa r, th e Japan Travel 
Bureau (JTB) has said. JTB. 
Japan's largest travel agency, said 
about 87,000 people representing 
20 per cent of its total reserva- 
tions had cancelled plans to join 
tours overseas between January 
and March for fear of guerrilla 
attacks. In 1990 a record 10 mil- 
lion Japanese travelled abroad. 
U.S. and Europe-bound tours 
had the highest cancellation 
rates, ran ging from 30 to 40 per 
cent, JTB reported in an in-house 
survey. Destinations in China and 
the South Pacific, however, had 
not been affected by cancella- 
tions, the report said. More 
Japanese were choosing domestic 
tours. 


Pakistanis 
strike 
to protest 
privatisation 

KARACHI. Pakistan (AP) — 
Thousands of workers in this 
southern port city staged a one- 
day strike Sunday to protest plans 
by the government of Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif to priva- 
tise most state-run industries. 

“The strike is the first step to 
force the government to reverse 
its disinvestment policy,” said 
Habibuddin Junedi, senior vice- 
president of the All Pakistan 
State Enterprise Action Commit- 
tee, an anti-privatisation lobbying 
group which helped organise the 
protest. 

“We will not accept the gov- 
ernment's denationalisation plans 
which have not been ratified by 
the parliament,” said Junedi. 

Junedi estimated that about 
350,000 workers in state-run en- 
terprises in Karachi took part in 
the strike. The protest action was 
restricted to Karachi, the coun- 
try's largest city and its most 
important financial and industrial 
centre. 

Pakistan's powerful trade un- 
ions have been the strongest cri- 
tics of Sharif s plans to sell off 
shares in most government-run 
enterprises and industries, rang- 
ing from banking and insurance 
to textiles 'and cement. 

The unions have predicted that 
as many as 150,000 jobs will be 
lost in the first year of Sharif s 
sweeping privatisation prog- 
ramme. 

Sharif, a self-made millionaire 
and one of the country’s leading 
industrialists, has embraced an 
unfettered free-market approach 
as the means to curing the coun- 
try's ailing economy. 


Built on experts 
see gold price 
Heading lower 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Gold, its reputation fading as a 
popular investment haven in 
times of crises, could drop further 
in value this year, bullion experts 
have said. 

Robert Weinberg of British 
brokers Janies Capel told a con- 
ference of stockbrokers he ex- 
pected world gold prices to aver- 
age $380 an ounce in 1991, 
against $384 last year, and could 
fall even sharper. 

“I suspect that we may find 
gold dipping down to $340, 
perhaps lower. I also have a 
horrible suspicion that we have 
already seen the high for the 
year,” he added. 

Gary Maude, managing direc- 
tor of the gold division of Gencor 
Ltd, South Africa’s second big- 
gest mining house, said a new 
"gold rush” started a decade ago, 
but was virtually unnoticed for 
years. 

As a result. Western gold out- 
put soared to 1,670 tonnes in 
1990, from 947 tonnes 10 years 
earlier. In the period. South Afri- 
can mines, the world's leading 
suppliers, saw their output slide 
to 601 tonnes from 672 tonnes. 

World economic stability in the 
1980s also made gold less in- 
teresting than foreign exchange 
for investors, he said. 

.At relatively low prices, jewel- 
lery demand had mopped up 
much of the extra supplies on the 
market, but an economic squeeze 
now limited that sort of spending, 
he added. 

Maud estimated that, at $370 
an ounce, one-fifth of world out- 
put is mined at a loss — including 
one-quarter of South African 
production and 30 per cent of 


Canada's, another important sup- 
plier. 

So-called marginal mines in 
South Africa now were using 
their cash reserves and borrowing 
to continue mining. “Some pro- 
duce gold at $410 au ounce to sell 
at $380 in the hope that if they 
survive long enough they will see 
a higher gold price," he added. 

He said it was self-defeating 
and urged mines to stop the 
practice, even though it would 
cause severe unemployment, 
temporary foreign exchange los- 
ses and loss of revenue for wages 
and support industries. 

A fall in South African produc- 
tion would coincide with a levell- 
ing off in growth of supplies from 
other countries. The sooner this 
process perceptions of unlimited 
gold supply irrespective of price 
will be eliminated, he said. 

“And since 60 per cent of gold 
reserves are deep in the bowels of 
South Africa, in time to come the 
price will have to rise high 
enough to unlock those reserves. 
And that will take S700 an 
ounce,” he added. 

Weinberg attributed the loss of 
gold's speculative allure and its 
value as an insurance tool to 
rapid growth of derivative mar- 
kets. “Today, practically any risk 
may be hedged and any specula- 
tion followed directly. Who needs 
gold as a proxy any longer?" 

He said he expected gold sup- 
plies in the next decade to tail off. 
Exploration budgets have been 
severley trimmed as cash flows 
dwindle, raising new equity capit- 
al was increasingly difficult, and a 
considerable number of new min- 
ing projects and expansions have 
been indefinitely postponed. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


TRANSLATOR/INTERPRETER 

1, the Pakistani national Allah Dita Kalou Karmah, 


Arabic, English, French 

wish to change my name to read Ali Dita Kalou 



Karmah. 


Call 687437 


JORDAN WELFARE LOTTERY 


Special issue No. 3 



Drawing of Feb. 17, 1991 


Winning Tickets 


Holder of ticket No. 41833 

Wins JD 30,000 


Holder of ticket No. 67019 
Wins JD 6,000 


Holder of ticket No. 

Wins JD 3,500 


Holder of ticket No. 18136 
Wins JD 3,000 


Holder of ticket No. 83149 
Wins JD 2,500 


Holder of ticket No. 

Wins JD 2,000 


Holder of ticket No. 

Wins JD 1,000 


Holder of ticket No. 68580 
Wins JD 800 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 1,500 each wins JD 150 

4183441843 41933 42833 51833 
41832 41823 41733 40833 31833 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 750 each wins JD 75 

67010 67029 67119 68019 77019 
67018 67009 67919 66019 57019 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 500 each wins JD 50 

77552 77561 77651 78551 87551 
7755077541 77451 76551 67551 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 300 each wins JD 30 

18137 18146 18236 19136 28136 
18135 18126 18036 17136 08136 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 150 each wins JD 15 

83140 83159 83249 84149 93149 
83148 83139 83049 82149 73149 


Ten consolation prizes totalling ji) JO0 each wins JD 10 

83434 83443 83533 84433 93433 
83432 83423 83333 82433 73433 


Ten consolation prizps totalling JD 60 each wins JD 6 

36399 36308 36498 37398 46398 
36397 36388 36298 35398 26398 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 40 each wins JD 4 

68581 68590 68680 69580 78580 
68589 68570 68480 67580 58580 


Ticket numbers 

37712 08240 12910 68940 

winjD 250 each 

Ticket numbers 


win JD 200 each 


TICKETS ENDING WITH 


3571 

Win JD 100 each 

6856 2121 

WinjD 50 each 

6011 67044186 
7965 4773 

Win JD 30 each 

244 738 

WinjD 10 each 

10,000 ticket ending with 


6 

WinjD 2 each 



COVER PRIZES FOR THE LOTTERY SELLERS 


Fifty covers, attached to the stub of 10 ending in' 303 708936 348444 WinjD 10 


Next Draw lakes place on March 2, 1991 
First eight biggest prizes are issued from GUVS headquarters 
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More hurdles ahead on 
Pretoria road to reforms 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Hur- 
dles on the road to substantive 
talkr. about post-apartheid South 
Africa were only half-cleared by a 
new agreement between the gov- 
ernment and the African Nation- 
al Congress (ANCL both sides 
said Sunday. 

The ANC agreed to curb the 
activities of its armed wing, 
Umkhomo We Sizwe (Spear of 
the Nation), and the eovemment 
promised to rein in security forces 
and accelerate the release of 
political prisoners in the accord 
announced last Friday. 

Both the ANC and the govern- 
ment had hoped for a break- 
through agreement that would re- 
vive faltering progress towards 
negotiations on establishment of 
non-racial democracy. But “there 
are conflicting interpretations ... 
on both sides," a senior govern- 
ment source said. 


ANC information director Pal- 
lo Jordan added: “We would not 
say the agreement clears the way 
for full-scale political negotia- 
tions because the question of 
political prisoners and the return 
of political exiles has not been 
dealt with extensively." 

The two sides give different 
estimates of the number of poli- 
tical prisoners likely to be freed 
by April 30, the ANCs deadline 
for their release. 

The ANC talks of 3,500 prison- 
ers, but Justice Minister Kobie 
Coeisee says there are fewer than 
1,OCO. 


South Africa's year-old peace 
process ran into trouble over 
interpretation of the ANC's 
agreement last August to suspend 
its anti-apartheid guerrilla war 
and “related activities,” and over 
the government’s slowness to re- 
lease political prisoners. 

A source in the security forces 
said key issues of ANC arms 
caches, its continued recruitment 
of cadres, and the creation of 
self-defence units were not satis- 
factorily resolved by Friday’s 
announcement. 

This followed personal in- 
tervention by President F.W. de 
Klerk and ANC leader Nelson 
Mandela to speed their officials’ 
work after five months of wrang- 
ling and deadlock. 

The ANC agreed not to infil- 
trate men or arms into South 
Africa. It also undertook not to 
train guerrillas within the coun- 
try, incite violence or threaten to 
resume armed action. 

In return, the government rec- 
ognised the right of ANC suppor- 
ters to be members of the armed 
wing and the group's right to 
peaceful protest. 

“We made it clear that we are 
not going to surrender weapons-, 
now and even in the future. 
Those structures, arms and men, 
are to remain where they are.” 
ANC official Mathew Phosa said 
later. 

But Law and Order Minister 
Adriaan Vlok said be wanted 
weapons hidden during the 
ANCs 29-year war against apar- 


theid to be brought into the open. 

De Klerk himself said he re- 
garded the agreement on arms 
caches as "inadequate.” 

While the ANC said the agree- 
ment meant the government had 
accepted the ANCs right to use 
force to repel attacks during fac- 
tional fighting, Vlok denied there 
had been agreement on the 
ANC's proposed self-defence un- 
its. 

“I do not want any organisa- 
tion to have self-defence units 
...” he said. 

Meanwhile a nine-nation com- 
monwealth committee has de- 
cided to retain all sanctions 
against South Africa, although it 
suggested sports boycotts might 
be eased later this year. 

The special meeting Saturday 
followed an announcement on 
Feb. 5 by De Klerk that he was 
proposing to scrap the last major 
apartheid laws covering land and 
race classification. 

Canadian External Affairs 
Minister Joe Clark, who chairs 
the committee, said the panel felt 
promises weren’t enough. 

“We think that if There is to be 
any relief to sanctions, that 
should be in response to particu- 
lar actions, not promises, not 
undertakings to do something, 
but actual things that have been 
done to change the system.” he 
said Saturday. 

He did say, however, the first 
embargoes to be dropped would 
probably be those against sports 
and travel. 


Some British royals 
are shirkers — poll 


LONDON (AP) — Tie Sunday 
Times, which has castigated 
members of Britain’s royal family 
for not doing enough for the 
country's war effort 'aM b n»>u 
siio- 5 : n .%;<•! / f»3 pc 
tons who have a view on the 
subject agree. 

“Hie royal family, apart from 
the queen and the prince and 
princess of Wales (her eldest son 
and daughter-in-law), is not 
doing enough for the war effort,” 
the newspaper said in its Sunday 
editions. 

“That is the view of almost six 
in 10 British adults with an opin- 
ion on the subject.” 

A Sunday Times editorial last 
week accused some young mem- 
bers of the queen’s family of 


displaying “upper class deca- 
dence and insenajtsvity” while. 

It singled out the duke of York, 
the queen’s second son, for play- 
ing gni* in Spam on a break from 
.... ... * 

nean and criticised his wife, 
Sarah, of partying in London. 

Other newspapers said later 
Prince Edward, die queen's third 
son, should pot his theatrical 
talents to use by entertaining the 
troops. 

In a related question on the 
National Opinion Polls (NOP) 
survey, commissioned by ' the 
Sunday Times, 42 per cent agreed 
that some royals “are engaging in 
activities which are inappropriate 
during a period when the country 
is at war.” 


3 students 
killed in 
Bangladesh 
campaign 
i violence 


Japan’s worst nuclear 
plant mishap raises fears 


MIHAMA, Japan (AP) — Makio 
Tashiro. seated behind the coun- 
ter of his clock shop, quiety told 
bow an accident at the nearby 
nuclear power plant had revived 
his worst nightmares of a reactor 
meltdown. 

Plant and government officials 
say the accident on Feb. 9 at the 
plant nine kilometres from the 
shop was by no means a melt- 
down. 

They say an emergency shut- 
down was ordered because 
abnormal radiation levels were 
detected in a reactor when 
rad locative water leaked from 
one cooling system to another 
after a steam generator tube 
cracked. 

Tashiro, 39. has been assured 
only a small amount of radiation 
leaked into the atmosphere and 
poses no health risk. Still, he has 
considered moving away from the 
plant, which stands near the 
white sand beaches of central 
Japan's western shore. 

“It's too late by the time 
there’s a disaster that sets off a 
high reading,” he said. 

What is being called Japan's 
worst nuclear accident — the first 
to set off a reactor core’s 
emergency cooling system — has 
raised new questions about the 
government’s ambitious prog- 
ramme to expand its atomic ener- 
gy programme. 

Critics noted that it followed a 
mandatory annual safety check 
by only a few months. 

Anti-nuclear activists have said 
the tube suspected of causing the 
accident is prone to wear and is 
the weak point in the design of 17 
of Japan's 40 nuclear power 
plants. 

Anti-nuclear groups and some 
government officials believe the 
accident will increase fears about 
nuclear dangers, which could 
have profound implications for a 
resource-poor nation that must 
import virtually all its oil. 

‘‘It is inevitable that public 
concern about the safety of nuc- 
lear power will increase as a 
result of the accident," said Hiro- 
michi Matsuo, chief of the gov- 
ernment’s Office of Atomic Ener- 
gy Policy Research. 

Nuclear power accounts for 
26.6 per cent of Japan's electricity 
and the government plans to dou- 
ble the number of plants to pro- 
vide 43 per cent by 2010. 

Jinzburo Takagi of the 


Citizens' Nuclear Information 
Centre called the plans unrealistic 
and prediced that opposition to 
nuclear power would grow be- 
cause of the accident. 

To limit the public fallout, the 
government has begun a public 
relations campaign — referring to 
the reactor shutdown, for exam- 
ple. as “incident" instead of an 
“accident" 

However, there has been con- 
flicting information about the 
depth of anti-nudear sentiment in 
Japan. 

About 90 per cent of those 
responding to a government poll 
last year expressed some degree 
of uncertainty about nuclear pow- 
er. But earlier this month anti- 
nudear groups could not unseat a 
governor who favours building 
Japan's first nuclear reprocessing 
plant in his northern state. 

In Mihama's state of Fukui. 
most local politicians have limited 
themselves to urging a thorough 
investigation of the accident and 
safety inspections of other plants. 
State offidals have said little, 
fearing that public concern about 
nuclear safety will hurt tourism - 

Miwako Ogiso said her anti- 
nudear organisation in Fukui has 
an uphill battle because the 
state's 12 nuclear plants provide 
jobs and business for the entire 
region. Some residents call the 
industry a “money tree” that has 
financed improvement of the 
state's infrastructure. 

Yutaka Hatanaka. who runs a 
samll grocery store next to the 
Mihama plant, seemed to reflect 
the general mood: “You won't 
find anybody who is opposed to 
nuclear power here.” 

There are signs of nervousness, 
however, in stories residents tell 
of deformed fish in the bay, 
deaths from leukemia and a 
rumour that heavy gates on the 
main road are designed to keep 
residents from leaving in case of 
disaster. 

Not even Hatanaka appears 
entirely comfortable with his 
huge neighbour. 

“They told us the plants were 
doubly and triply safe, then we 
find out the last-resort system 
went on,” he said. “Where were 
the double triple measures.” 

His wife, Mitsue, added with 
an air of resignation: “Nothing 
has changed in our. lives” since 
the accident. “We just didn’t eat 
fish for a few days." 


DHAKA (AP) — A bomb blast 
. at a tea shop killed two students 
and another youth has hacked to 
death in attacks linked to national 
elections scheduled for later this 
month, police and news reports 
said Sunday. 

The two students were drinking 
tea at the time of the bomb 
attack, which occurred Saturday 
the town of Ganrnadi, 120 


in 


kilometres south of Dhaka, said 
local police officials contacted 1 by 
telephone. 

The two students belonged to 
the Awami League Party. Awami 
supporters accused activists of the 
rival Bangladesh Nationlist Party 
of planting the bomb, said the 
police officers, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

The two parties are the main 
contenders in the Feb. 27 elec- 
tions for a 300-member national 
parliament 

In the southeastern port dty of 
Chittagong, an Awami League 
student leader was hacked to 
death Saturday, the English- 
language newspaper Star said. 

The Awami League blamed the 
fundamentalist Jamaal-E-Islami 
Party for the killing, the news- 
paper said. 


Yeltsin 

says 

Gorbachev 

freezing 

reforms 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian leader 
Boris Yeltsin has accused Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev of 
freezing reform and moving to 
roll back democratic changes he 
launched himself, the indepen- 
dent Postfactum News Agency 
has said. 

“There is a serious problem in 
the fact that the country's lead- 
ership has clearly swerved to the 
right in its policies, towards the 
freezing of reform and democra- 
tic processes," it quoted Yeltsin 
as saying. 

“There is a clear retreat from 
perestroika, which was begun in 
1985 at the initiative of the presi- 
dent (Gorbachev). Now, also at 
his initiative, it is being wrapped 
op.” 

The agency said Yelstin was 
speaking on Friday to a delega- 
tion of U.S. senators touring the 
Soviet Union to study human 
rights in Moscow and the Baltic 
republics. 

Radicals say there is a clear 
drive by the Kremlin and the 
Communist Party to oust Yeltsin 
as president of die Russian Fed- 
eration. 

“There is no doubt — the 
centre is mounting a massive 
attack on the democrats," com- 
mentator Sergei Parkhomenko 
said in the radical newspapeer 
Nezavisimya Gazeta. 

Hardline Communists in the 
Russian parliament — focus for 
radical reform policies and 
opposition to the more conserva- 
tive Kremlin line — are trying to 
force a vote of no confidence in 
Yeltsin. 

They have gathered enough 
signatures to bold a special ses- 
sion which could cell Yeltsin to 
account. 

The move came after one of 
the Russian government’s leading 
economic reformers, Gennady 
Filshin, resigned as deputy pre- 
mier amid accusations in Com- 
munist Party newspapers of in- 
volvement in illegal dealings with 
a British-based company. 

Filshin denied the charges but 
said be could no longer work in 
an atmosphere of a campaign to 
discredit him and the Russian 
Federation's entire leadership. 

“The centre," said Valery 
Pogorely of Moscow City Coun- 
cil’s radical newspaper Kuranty, 
’’is preparing the ground for the 
neutralisation of the leadership of 
a too important and too indepn- 
dent republic." 

In Soviet political terminology, 
the “centre" means central au- 
thorities in the Kremlin and the 
newly-resuTgent Communist Par- 
ty. while “democrats-” covers 
liberals and radicals w*ho seek 
deep or total change in the Soviet 
system. 

Soviets kaya Rossiya. organ of 
the hardline Russian Communist 
Party, published a blistering 
attack on Yeltsin, Gorbachev's 
only major political rival. 

An open letter from a Moscow 
voter accused him of working to 
undermine Gorbachev and the 
entire Soviet Union. 


Hardliners seeking Gorbachev’s 
ouster claim he will meet them 


MOSCOW (AP) — A small 
group of hard-liners who advo- 
cate dictatorship have claimed 
that President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev has agreed to meet and 
discuss their plan to replace him. 

But Vladimir Voronin, head of 
the self-proclaimed National 
Salvation Committee, admitted 


they plan to persuade the current 
government to hand over power 
to their committee, an obscure 
body with an unknown number of 
members that is part of the legisl- 
ature’s centrist bloc, formed last 
fell. 

After taking power peacefully, 
the committee would suspend 


he has no date yet for the meet- parliaments, the presidency, poll- 


ing, 


“I spoke with Gorbachev face- 
to-face” and he promised a for- 
mal meeting sometime in the 
future. Voronin said. He refused 
to elaborate on bis encounter 
with the president, and it was not 
immediately possible to verify his 
claim. 

Voronin said he hopes to per- 
suade Gorbachev to admit failure 
and voluntarily surrender power 
to a collective dictatorship. 

He made his announcement 
at a meeting in Moscow intended 
to draw together hardliners who, 
(ike the committee, believe Gor- 
bachev's democratic reforms 
must be suspended to prevent the 
country from splitting apart and 
to halt the collapse of the eco- 
nomy.’ 

Voronin and his allies have said 


tical parties and the press in order 
to have absolute power to imple- 
ment its programme and preserve 
the Soviet Union. 

Saturday's meeting was billed 
as a session for organising the 
pressure that would force a tur- 
nover of power. 

It drew just ISO people, nearly 
a third of them journalists and 
observers, despite Voronin’s 
rfaim that 22 political organisa- 
tions already back the committee, 
including the Soyuz group of 
hardline parliamentarians led by 
Col. Viktor Alksnls. 

Hardliners like Voronin and 
AJksnis, who claim to represent 
orderly rule, appear to be gaining 
strength as the Soviet Union feces 
the possibility of economic col- 
lapse and political disintegration. 


A national poll conducted by 
the Soviet Centre for Public 
Opinion in January found mat 22 
per cent agreed that “harsh dicta- 
torship is the only solution to the 
current situation,” while 61 per 
cent disagreed. The centre’s Ale- 
xander TAlstikh said the survey 
covered 2,016 people in 47 cities 
and rural areas, and bad a 3 per 
cent margin of error. 

Twenty-one people have* 
already died in Moscow’s crack- 
down on independence move- 
ments in the Baltics — military 
actions that were encouraged by 
local “National Salvation Com- 
mittees.” 

Reformers blame Gorbachev’s 
turn to the right on severe press- 
ure from the military and hardlin- 
ers in his own Communist Party. 

Some of the observers at the' 
Saturday meeting said the low 
turnout strengthened their opin- 
ion that the committee depends 
on high-level backing and has no 
broad popular support. 

Voronin has already met with 
such officials as KGB Chairman 
Vladimir Kryuchkov and former 
Prime Minister Nikolai Ryzkhov. 


Car bomb kills 21 in Medellin 


MEDELLIN. Colombia (R) — A 
huge car bomb exploded 
thousands of people heading 
home from a bullfight in the 
Colombian drag capital, Medel- 
lin, killing 21 in the country’s 
worst attack for months, officials 
said Sunday. 

No group immediately claimed 
responsibility for the Saturday 
night blast and there were no 
dues to identify the culprits, offi- 
dals said. 

“Whoever is responsible, these 
acts are carried out by enemies of 
Colombia, of its democracy, 
liberty and people.” the govern- 
ment said in a statement conde- 
mning the attack. 

A car packed with 200 kilo- 
grams of explosives, detonated by 
remote control, blew up in a 


'packed street ouside the Macarena 
Bullring near the centre of 
Medellin, Colombia’s second 
dty. as the bullfight crowd was 
leaving. 

Police and hospital officials 
confirmed 21 deaths, inducting 
those of eight policemen who 
were apparently the specific 
target of the attack. 

Another 132 people were tre- 
ated for injuries in hospital, some 
of them with severe boras, offi- 
cials said. 

The blast sent a fireball 
flashing down the street and 
turned dozens of cars into scor- 
ched and twisted wrecks. Chaired 
bodies were strewn around as 
rescue workers tried to pull other 
victims from wrecked cars. 

Medellin, base of Colombia’s 


biggest cocaine cartel some 250 
kilometres northwest of Bogota, 
has been a battleground since 
drug traffickers declared war on 
the government in August 1989. 

After dozens of assassina- 
tions and explosions the traffick- 
ers called a truce in July 1990. 
This was the first major bomb 
blast since then. 

Left-wing guerrillas, who re- 
cently launched a new offensive 
against the government, have 
also bombed police patrols in 
cities but have never attacked on . 
this scale. 

The Medellin bomb exploded a 
few hours after a top chug lord 
surrendered to justice officials in 
an apparent new success for the 
government’s policy of placating 
the powerful traffickers. 


Former contra chief killed in Managua 


MANAGUA, (AP) — Former 
contra leader Enrique Bermudez 
was shot and killed by an uniden= 
tilled gunman as he stepped out 
of his car m front of a downtown 
hotel. 

Bermudez, a member of the 
contra directorate that had waged 
war against the leftist former 
Sandinista government, was shot 
once in the head late Saturday. 

The unidentified assailant fled 
on foot. An Associated Press 
correspondent was at the scene 
and witnessed the shooting, 
which occurred at about 11:00 
p.m. (0500 GMT). 

Assistant police chief Alvaro 
Guzman confirmed Bermudez 
was killed and that investigators 
had no suspects in the shooting’. 

After years based in Miami, 
Bermudez returned to Managua 
shortly after President Violeta 
Barrios de Chamorro was elected 
on Feb. 25. 

The contras and the United 
States had backed her campaign, 
and the rebels agreed to a cease- 
fire with Mrs. Chamorro on April 


19, six days before she took 
office. - • 

But Bermudez recently had 
criticised her government ’ for 
allegedly not paying attention to 
the needs of former contras. 

He was ousted as the rebels’ 
top military leader in February 
1990 after weathering years of 
infighting and accusations of cor- 
ruption and human rights viola- 
tions. 

Bermudez, long considered a 
hardliner, had close ties to the 
late dictator Anastasio Somoza 
Debayle, who was overthrown by 
the Sandinistas in 1979. 

Bermudez, 58, bad run the 
U.S.-backed contra army in one 
post or another until his ouster. 
He remained a military officer 
after that, but had no responsibi- 
lities. 

Contra officials said at the time 
that Bermudez’s ouster was in- 
tended as a signal to the Sandmis- 
ta government and was not a 
rejection of Bermudez. 

“In a democracy, military offic- 
ers do not rale for life,” said a 


spokesman, contrasting Ber- 
mudez* departure with the IP 
year mititaiy rale of Sandinista 
President Darnel Ortega. 

The Sandinistas and some hu- 
man rights organisations had ac- 
cused contra troops under Ber- 
mudez of killing two nuns, one a 
U.S. citizen, in an attack on a 
church vehicle in northern Nicar- 
agua in January 1990. 

The contras blamed the Sandi- 
nista government. 

Bermudez also was accused in a 
lawsuit filed in Miami in February 
last year of ordering Ms troops to 
torture and kill an American en- 
gineer, Benjamin Linder, who 
had been helping the Sandinistas 
build a dam in Nicaragua.. 

The contras say Linder, 27, 
died in firefight and was in Sandi- 
nista uniform. 

A federal judge in Mi ami threw 
out the suit in September 1990. 

Bermudez was a former officer 
of the Somoza National Guard 
and the regime’s military attache 
in Washington -when the Sandi- 
nistas ousted the dictator. 


Aquino: Communists, rebel troops are no longer a major threat 


BAGUIO, Philippines (Agen- 
cies) — President Corazon 
Aquino said Sunday the Com- 
munist insurgency is dying in the 
Philippines and right-wing rebels 
are a spent force with their lead- 
ers falling one by one. 

Aquino said rebel soldiers 
squandered their last hope of 
popular support when they nearly 
wrecked the country's economy 
in a bloody coup attempt in De- 
cember 1989. 

Aquino, who has survived 
seven army rebellions in her five 
years in office, spoke before gra- 
duating cadets at the Philippine 
Military Academy in the moun- 
tain city of Baguio, 200 
kilometres north of Manila. 


Bursts of cheering erupted 
from families of the cadets when 
the names of two graduates, both 
relatives of rebel colonels who 
tried to overthrow Aquino in 
coup attempts, were read out as 
they marched forward to receive 
their plaques from Aquino. 

“Congratulations,” Aquino 
said, saluting and shaking hands 
with Rene Honasan, 24, a cousin 
of fugitive coup leader Gregorio 
Honasan, and Oscar Canlas Jr.. 
22, whose father is serving a 
12-year jail sentence for involve- 
ment in a 1987 mutiny. 

Aquino said Communist guer- 
rillas and right-wing army rebels 
were finished as a major threat to 
her government. 

"The restoration of democracy 
has destroyed the moral preten- 
sions of the insurgency,, and left 
only its hardened elements cling- 
ing to its dying branches,” 
Aquino declared. 

She said the right-wing militaiy 


threat “is being systematically un- 
ravelled." 

“The disgruntled heads from 
which that threat took direction 
are felling one by one." she said, 
referring to the arrest in Manila 
of four senior army rebel officers 
during the past mouth. 

“The right-wing rebellion has 
spent its force,” she added. 

The Communist New People's 
Army, which has been fighting 
for 22 years to establish a Marxist 
state, has launched no major 
attack in the country in recent 
months. Defence officials say 
their armed strength has dwin- 
dled from a peak of more than 
25,000 in 19S7 to 17.500 this year. 

Armed forces chief Lieutenant- 
General Rodolfo Biazon told re- 
porters Friday coups in the Phi- 
lippines “are a thing of the past.” 

But the Young Officers Union 
(YOU), an underground army 
faction, said it should not be 
written off. 


“This crumbling government 
can no longer contest the preva- 
lence of our cadres within the 
armed forces and other sectors 
and the existence of our revolu- 
tionary chain of command, "YOU 
said in a statement Saturday. 

“Some people tend to believe 
that the series of arrests is enough 
reason to write off the threat 
posed by the movement. It is a 
self-serving misinterpretation...’' 
Aquino warned Sunday the 
end of the cold war had brought 
new security risks for the world 
from aggressive nations. 

“The end of the cold war spel- 
led the end of unifying principle 
for each half into which the world 
was then divided," Aquino told 


graduating cadets. 

“Now foe world faces the dan- 
ger of being divided into as many 
ambitions, and by as many na- 
tions as feel they have foe right 
because they have the power to 
impose their will on another," 
Aquino said. 

In a clear reference to the Gulf 
war, Aquino said foe, ending of 
foe cold war had not brought 
peace as had been hoped. 

“The stakes may have changed 
— strategic resources and a re- 
gion’s security against conquest, 
where before it was ideology and 
world domination. 

“But the price is always foe 
same,” she added. “The sacri- 
fices of the brave and- the suffer- 
ings of the innocent.” 

Aquino has backed allied ac- 
tion against Iraq and has sent a 
200-member medical team to 
Saudi Arabia. 

She made no mention of the 
role of military bases in the Phi- 
lippines in defending the region. 


Manila asks $5.7b for bases 


The Philippines said Saturday 
it had proposed allowing foe Un- 
ited States the use of the 
military bass for another seven 
years in return for $5.7 billion. 

The United States is sriH press- 
ing a for 10-year deal at less cost. 
At present it pays an annual $481 
million. 

Clark Air Base and Subic Bay 
naval dockyard are the largest 
American military facilities in 
Asia. They played a major role 
during the Vietnam war and are 
now helping supply U.S. forces in 
the Gulf. 

Government opponents Sun- 


day denounced Aquino for de- 
claring that she was willing to 
allow the United States to keep 
its military bases for seven years 
if it would meet Manila’s price. 

U.S. spokesman Stanley Schra- 
ger said technical committees will 
meet Monday in Manila to iron 
out the status of foe 40,000 
troops, military dependents and 
civilian employees at the six 
bases. He said “tec hnical con- 
sultations’* would resume in 
Washington later this month. 

“The Philippines has expressed 
its willingness to host American 
military forces for a maximum of 
seven years,” Mrs. Aquino said. 
‘“We have stressed to foe Amer- 
ican panel our need for immedi- 
ate and sizeable capital infusion.” 

But Crispin Beltran, chairman 
of the May First Movement, a 
left-wing labour group, said any 
agreement to allow the bases to 
remain beyond foe expiration of 
their leases in September is “un- 
acceptable.” 

“We oppose the new bases 
treaty as we deem the presence of 
the bases in the country not only as 
an infringement on national 
sovereignty but that these 
bases... are in fact sources of the 
ills and crisis the country is fee- 
ing,” Beltran said. 

The latest round of talks had 
been scheduled to end Friday but 
lasted into the night to reach an 
accord. Chief U.S. negotiator 
Richard Armitage left for 
Washington Saturday. 

Both sides were optimistic that 
•an accord could be reached de- 
spite differences on a few key 
issues. 

A spokesman for the Philip- 
pine delegation, Raul Rabe, said' 


Manila wanted $825 million a 
year for a “seven-year package” 
ending in 1998, the 100th 
anniversary of foe U.S. annexa- 
tion of foe Philippines from 
Spain. 

He said the United States had 
offered $520 million yearly, in- 
cluding $200 million as part of a 
multilateral aid programme for 
the Philippines and development 
assistance. 

Rabe said foe Philippines was 
willing to accept $100 million in 
cash and foe rest in non-budget- 
ary assistance such as debt relief 
and increased trade access to foe 
United States. 

Rabe said Manila was insisting 
on compensation guarantees be- 
cause the country needed a reli- 
able flow of funds for. its econo- 
mic development. 

Schrager said substantial prog- 
ress bad been made on arrange- 
ments for foe status of U.S. 
troops stationed in the Philipp 
pmes, including criminal jurisdic- 
tion, taxes and other issues. 

Sen, Rene Saguisag, a former 
human rights lawyer who once 
served as Mrs. Aquino’s spokes- 
man. said there was no certainty 
that a new agreement on foe 
bases would be ratified. 

“Now, if it is true that the 
executive will agree to a seven- 
year extension, then as far as I m 
concerned, foe agreement is dead 
m foe water.” Saguisag said, 
^nis will only continue to retard 
our maturation in foe community' 
of nations.” y 

Any agreement must be rati- 
fied by two-thirds of the 23- 
member senate. Opponents claim 
they have the votes to reject any 
bases treaty. 





Frenchman wins 
world photo award 

AMSTERDAM (AP) — 
photographer Georges Merillon:^ 
won foe 1991 World Press Photo^: 
Award for his picture of villagers^ 
mourning a victim of ethnic op-.-^ 
rest in Yugoslavia’s Kosovo pro- -ilf 
vince. The picture by Merillon, of 
the Gamma Photo Agency, was ' ” 
selected from among 11,521 en-_, 
tries by 1 ,390 photographers from ^ 
61 nations, according to ari'-sf 
announcement by the organising 
committee. Merillon won a 
15,000-guilder ($9,146) cash prize 
in foe prestigious annual event fjf 
for news photographers. His pic- -g 
Hire shows a 27- year-old man; /ft. 
Elshani Nasim. dead on bis bed 
and surrounded by weeping 
women after be was shot by 
Yugoslavian government troops. 
Hundreds of people have died m 
Kosovo during several years of 
dashes between foe province's 
ethnic Albanians and members of 
the Serb minority. Merillon will 
be presented his award by Dutch 
Premier Ruud Lubbers in an 
April 24 ceremony in Amster- 
dam, foe announcement said. In 
foe spot news category, Greg 
English of foe Associated Press 
won an honourable mention for 



his picture of American troops ^ £ 


Saudi Arabia being addressed 
U.S. Sercretaiy of State James A. 
Baker III. Another French 
photographer, Frank A. Fournier 
of the Contact Press Images, won 
the general category with a pic- 
ture of an abandoned child rav- 
aged by AIDS. The winning pic- 
ture in foe sports category was by 
Irish photographer Billy Stick- 
land and shows Cameroon soccer 
player Roger Mill a being cheered 
by several of his teammates after 
scoring on a penalty pick against 
England in foe World Cup last 
June. 


'Dart* attacks 
continue in New 
York 


NEW YORK (R) — Three more -y 
women reported being jabbed in - « 
the back with a sharp object by a 
mysterions attacker in a New 
York station; bringing foe num- 
ber of victims in the bizarre case 
to nine, authorities said. Dur- 
ing foe rush hour a woman wait- 
ing for a tram at Pennsylvania!*^-! 


*4 


i 



Station felt a sting in the middle: >>. 
_of her back, rail offidals saicgfhe 
suffered a slight puncture #ferid 
but was unable to ide; 
assailant. Two more worn 
forward on Friday with _ 
reports, rail officials said, 
nine women ranging in age frbuL 
19 to 33 have reported being ^ 
struck in foe buttocks or.back;,-? 
with a sharp object since Novem- 
ber. None of the objects usediin .- . 
the attacks has been recovered 
and all the women failed to~spat 
their assailant. Last summer 
scores of well-dressed women tu. 1 -^ 
Manhattan were struck in the . 
buttocks by needle darts. Pobce ' 
insist there is no connection 6©?--’ ’ 
tween foe two cases. ' - ; 


Huck Finn 
manuscript found 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — The . 
handwritten first half of the ori-“ ( 
gin al text of Mark Twain's Huck-.- - 
leberry Finn, lost for more than a - 
century, has been found in a an- v 
attic trunk, Sotheby’s Auctio^? ji 
House said Wednesday. The 60-!;;:7v 
page document is especially sign*- -jri 
ficant because it varies widely 'V 
from foe published text. Twain ./•/ 
scholars said it was an extraordin- /; 
ary literary discovery, one foal •’•«?=■ 
will stir up fresh debate over one w" 
of the most studied books in the • 
world. “All modern. American - 
literature comes from one book. ; 
by Mark Twain called Huck- fir 
leberry Finn,” Ernest Heming- 
way once wrote. “If you had to 
pick a single Jost manuscript you 
would like to find, you would •• 
pick foe first half of Huckleberry t 
Finn. We never believed it would '•?' 
be found," said Rober H. Hirst, 
geaeral editor of the Mark Twain : J 
Project at foe University of Cali- '* y 
forma, Berkeley. The Adven- - 
tures Of Huckleberry Finn, pub- - 
lished in 1884. is foe tale of an ' 
mcorrigibte boy who ecapes from 
civilisation ” on a Mississippi 
nver raft with a slave named Jim. > 

It is widely regarded as a founda- V 

non of American writing. The 
second half of Twain’s book has 
been at the Buffalo and Erie 
O^ty Public. Library since tht 
loeOs. Twam sent it fo ere at the ? 
requ«t of Janies Eraser Gluck, a 
benefactor of the library’s prede- - 

J??? Gl “<* i£ed Twain 
for the original of Twain’s Life 


fin tv... w- ■ - s me 

Wo The Mississippi. That wasn’t = '« 

'Huck ”’t° ?* ain vo,nntfi eretf ^ 
nuck. Twam wrote Gluck in 


tOfir ,.-"“*** 171UCK m - i 

1885 that the original first half - - 

te H? 1 J? St,0yed “ thc prin- ■ • 

- He rediscovered it in 1887 - - 

JjLX* * Buffel0 ’ 

s'*** *en had been ^ £ 
“"known to scholars. '--It 


